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RESIDENTS OP BOCA RATON'S CAMINO GARDENS l ive on land
which once housed Africa, U.S.A., one of America's
best-known tour is t a t t rac t ions . Today Africa, U.S.A.
is almost forgotten, but in the 1950s up-and-down the
East Coast of the country signs directed t rave le rs to
Boca Raton and i t s small piece of re-created Africa.
The 1 August 1960 edition of l i f e , then s t i l l a mass-
circulation weekly pictorial magazine, carried a cover
picture of the Boca Raton a t t rac t ion . The story, on
American "theme parks . . . aimed at being education-
al , " gave as much coverage to Africa, U.S.A. as to Walt
Disney's new California Disneyland. Moreover, on a
typical day as many as two thousand tourists made the
"sociable safari" amongst the freely roaming African
animals.

Africa, U.S.A., the creation of John D. Pedersen,
a Port Lauderdale real estate investor who had a l i f e -
long love affair with the "dark continent," opened in
1953 with hundreds of animals and a lushly landscaped
tropical garden. I t closed just eight years l a t e r in
September 1961- Although remaining popular with tour-
i s t s , the park fel l victim to the population pressures
of the developing Gold Coast and the African red tick.

Neighbors living in a new housing development to
the south of the amusement park complained of the
traffic and noise. Other new subdivisions to the west
of the a t t rac t ion convinced Boca Raton of f ic ia l s to
extend Camino Real. To acquire the right-of-way they
condemned some Africa, U.S.A. land. Then federal agri-
cul tural agents discovered African red t icks at the
tour i s t a t t rac t ion early in 1961. As the f i r s t ever
found in North America, an immediate quarantine l ine
was thrown across the southern end of the peninsula,
and thousands of dollars worth of animals were ordered
destroyed at the park.

Pedersen sold his remaining animals to various
zoos, though some of the African fowls eluded his
capture. Residents of the new Camino Gardens often
found peacocks in the i r gardens. As a protection to
these remaining fowls, the City of Boca Raton erected
"Peacock Crossing" signs on Camino Real, but the signs
proved too popular to souvenir col lectors . The pea-
cocks, unfortunately, soon disappeared. One legacy of
Africa, U.S.A. s t i l l remains. Today, Muscovy ducks are
as common in Boca Raton as pigeons in other ci t ies.

Donald ¥. Curl
Editor



"Zambezi Palls at Africa
U.S.A.—in a colorful setting
of tropical plants and
flowers, it is Florida's larg-
est scenic waterfall."

Builder Recreates Africa At Boca Raton

Ted Gore, The Port Lauderdale News 25 August 1952.

John Pederson long dreamed dreams of Africa. He
read many factual books about i t and saw numerous
first- hand motion picture accounts, but he never found
time to make the trip. Six months ago Pederson assign-
ed his only son, Jack, to cross the South Atlantic and
begin the monumental task of bringing Africa back to
him.

The f i r s t chapter of this saga is expected to be
completed when Jack arrives at Port Everglades during
the first week of October aboard what could be termed a
"modern day Noah's Ark." With the African wayfarer
will be a herd of 60 zebras, six Abysinian asses, 20
ostrich and a pair of cheetahs.

According to Pederson, there is apt to be a
sprinkling of elephants, hippopotamuses and colorful
African fowl.

Among the shipboard zebra clan are the last of the
Grevey species. Pederson acquired the f i rs t permit
ever issued to capture this nearly extinct animal on
Crown lands of Kenya and Tanganyika. They cost him
$1,000 each.

That's only the beginning. Another cargo to
arrive at some later date will consist of 25 giraffe,
10 eland, 10 kudus, 10 oryx besas, and 10 chimpanzies.
Elands, Kudus and oryx besas are varieties of antelope.

The complete menagerie will occupy a 350-acre site
at Boca Raton to be known as Africa, U.S.A.

A year's sweat and labor has already gone into
developing the former palmetto patch into what is to be
the largest and finest tropical plant-life and zoologi-
cal garden in the United States.

Cleared and planted, half of the plot already is
nurturing thousands upon thousands of plants, shrubs
and trees. A sample of the l i s t , which reads like a
hor t i cu l tu ra l catalogue, includes 3,000 royal
poincianas, 6,000 bougainvilleas, 6,000 fireball and
single poincianas, tens of thousands of hibiscus and
other tropical flowers.

There are several hundred kinds of fruit trees
from all over the tropical world—1,000 bananas, tea,
vanilla, tapioca, sago, chicle, palms, sausage, kapok,
ginreg, camphor, henna, pickle, lipstick, ebony, maho-
gany, olive; and thousands of caladiums of a hundred
different kinds, many with leaves over 10 feet high;
bamboo and numerous others.

Along six miles of jungle roads, Madagascar
banyans will l i f t their canopy heads, and over the
acres of graze land, African torpedo grass and millet
will nourish the denizens of the dark continent, and


