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AFRICA, US.A.

RESIDENTS OF BOCA RATON'S CAMINO GARDENS live on land
which once housed Africa, U.S.A., one of America's
best-known tourist attractions. Today Africa, U.S.A.
is almost forgotten, but in the 1950s up-and-down the
East Coast of the country signs directed travelers to
Boca Raton and its small piece of re~created Africa.
The 1 August 1960 edition of Life, then still a mass-
circulation weekly pictorial magazine, carried a cover
picture of the Boeca Raton attraction. The story, on
American "theme parks . . . aimed at being education—
al," gave as much coverage to Africa, U.S.A. as to Walt
Disney's new California Disneyland. Moreover, on a
typical day as many as two thousend tourists made the
"sociable safari" amongst the freely roaming African
animals. -

Africa, U.B.A., the creation of John D. Pedersen,
a Fort lLauderdale real estate investor who had a life-
long love affair with the "dark continent,"” opened in
1953 with hundreds of animals and a lushly landscaped
tropical garden. It closed just eight years later in
September 1961. Although remaining popular with tour-—
ists, the park fell victim to the population pressures
of the developing Gold Coast and the African red tick.

Neighbors 1living in a new housing development to
the south of the amusement park complained of the
traffic and noise. Other new subdivisions to the west
of the attraction convinced Boca Raton officials to
extend Camino Real. To acquire the right-of-way they
condemned some Africa, U.S.A. land. Then federal agri-
cultural agents discovered African red ticks at the
tourist attraction early in 1961. As the first ever
found in North America, an immediate quarantine line
was thrown across the southern end of the peninsula,
and thousands of dollars worth of animals were ordered
destroyed at the park.

Pedersen sold his remaining animals to various
zoos, though some of the African fowls eluded his
capture. Residents of the new Camino Gardens often
found peacocks in their gardens. As a protection to
these remaining fowls, the City of Boca Raton erected
"Peacock Crossing' signs on Camino Real, but the signs
proved too popular to souvenir collectors. The pea-
cocks, unfortunately, soon disappeared. One legacy of
Africa, U.S.A. still remains. Today, Muscovy ducks are
as common in Boca Raton as pigeons in other cities.
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