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Although Boca Raton schools have had many outstanding
teachers over the years, one of the earliest went on to
become a leading American scientist. Laurence McKinley
Gould served as teacher of the Boca Raton School from
the fall of 1914 to the summer of 1916. The school,
only six years old on his arrival, had already seen six
teachers come and go. Although only eighteen and him-
self a recent graduate of a high school in Michigan,
Gould quickly made his presence felt in the small south
Florida community. A forceful and long remembered
teacher, he also organized community gatherings, helped
found a Sunday School class, and with his students,

published Boca Raton's first "newspaper."

Charles H. Goby

From the first , Gould planned only a sojourn in Boca
Raton. His ambition to return to Michigan and the
university at Ann Arbor to study law was well known.
He lived with the Frank Chesebros, made friends with
the Myrick family (the builders of "Singing Pines"),
Peggy and Bill Young (a Scots couple), enjoyed the
ocean, hunted in the Everglades, and saved his money
for his university days.

Although Gould enrolled at the University of Michigan
in the fall of 1916, the United States entered World
War I before he received his degree. He served in the
ambulance corps, training in Allentown, Pennsylvania.
From Allentown and then later Italy, France, and
Germany where he was stationed, he sent long le t ters
back to h is Boca Raton friends t e l l i ng of the
hardships, but mostly of the excitement experienced by
a bright young man in seeing a new and interesting
world.

Returning to Michigan after the war Gould's interest in
law was sidetracked by his love of rocks. He graduated
with i degree in geology in 1921. In 1923 he earned a
master's degree and received his Sc.D. in glacial
-jeology in 1925. As a faculty member at Michigan he
participated in a number of scientific expeditions to
places like Greenland, Baffin island, and the LaSal
Mountains of Utah. His education and experience a l l
prepared him for his participation in one of the most
renowned expeditions of the century: Admiral Byrd's
Antarctica expedition.



Gould, appointed second in command of the expedition by
Admiral Byrd, made a t r ip of exploration to the
Rockefeller mountains with only two companions on 7
March 1929. A major storm hit their camp and wrecked
their small plane. A 18 March headline in the New York
Times proclaimed "Gould, Two companions, are missing in
Antarctic Wastes." Byrd was able to rescue the
stranded men, returning them to "Little America" on 22
March. Later Gould and a geological party made a 338-
mile four-month t r ip overland by dog sled during the
next Antarctica summer collecting data and specimens.

Gould returned home with the Byrd Expedition in early
1930, resuming his post at the University of Michigan.
His work in the Antarctica was honored by a David
Livngston Gold Medal from the American Geological
Society in 1930 and a Congressional Gold Metal in 1931.
In the same year a New York publisher brought out his

of the Antarctica adventure.

Tn 1932 Gould became professoc of Geography and Geology
at Carlton College in Northfield, Minnesota and in
1945, the college's president. On his retirement as
president in 1962 he became professor of Geological
Science at the University of Arizona.

In 1979 he returned to the Antarctica at age 83 with a
group that included Senator Harry P. Byrd, Jr, of
Virginia, Admiral Byrd's nephew, to commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of the historic expedition.

In this issue of the Spanish River Papers Geoffrey
tynfield, a local historian who has often written on
Boca Raton topics, reports on his recent correspondence
with the explorer and details the highlights of the
life of the man who certainly must be considered early
Boca Raton's most illustrious citizen.

Donald W. Curl
editor

LAURENCE GOULD

EXPL0RER-E3XCAT0R: FROM BOCA TO ANTARCTICA

by Geoffrey Lynfield

Boca Raton's f i r s t school was for tunate in having
as one of i t s early teachers the eighteen-year-old
Laurence M. Gould. After war service in the Ambulance
Corps, Laurence Gould returned to the University of
Michigan graduating in 1921 with a major in geology.
Following trips to Greenland and Baffin Island his
specialization in glacial geology earned Gould a place
as geologist-geographer and second in command on
Admiral Byrd's 1928-30 Antarctic Expedition.

Laurence Gould later became a College President
and was the recipient of many honors. Another explorer
named an inlet of Antarctica's Weddell Sea "Gould Bay"
in his honor. This remarkable career which started in
the " l i t t l e red school house" warrants some further
deta iled examination.

Laurence McKinley Gould was born on a farm in
Lacota, Michigan on 22 August 1896. He had just
graduated from high school when he came to Boca Raton
in the summer of 1914.

In a recent letter Dr. Gould told the story of how
he heard of Boca Raton which in 1914 only had a handful
of residents:

The Frank Chesebro family came from
South Haven, Michigan where I attended High
School. Their older daughter Ruth was
finishing her high school then. As I recall
I was talking with her about my wish to teach
school for a year or two after high school to
accumulate enough money to go on to the
University of Michigan. I had passed the
teacher's examination in Allegan County,
Michigan where I expected to teach. Ruth
urged me to try for Boca Raton school. I am
eternally grateful I did for these two years
as a school teacher (not 18 years old when I
began) were amongst the most productive of my
whole educational career. I liked the



Boca Raton's f irst school bus. The horse and wagon
belonged to Frank Chesebro. Children were from Yamato,
a community originally settled by Japanese and about 2
1/2 miles north of the Boca Raton depot. Laurence
Gould is the driver Photograph: Boca Raton Historical
Society.

Florida crackers as the natives were
sometimes called. There I made life-lasting
friendships with people whom I loved and
respected. . . .

The Boca Baton school had started in one of Long's
packing sheds in 1908 with a Professor Rhebinder as
teacher and seven or eight pupils. Within the year,
the school had i t s own small one room wooden frame
building located near where the police stat ion now
stands.

The Boca Raton School initially had some Japanese
children from the Yamato colony. This involved busing
these children twice every day two and a half miles
over rough rod roads from the Japanese settlement which
was located in the general area of today's Boca Teeca
complex on Yamato Road. Frank Chesebro, a kindly man
who had no children of his own in the school, provided
the transportation in the form of his Model T Ford or a
horse-drawn wagon. Laurence Otould did the driving.

The Yamato colony later had i t s own school with an
American teacher, a Mrs. Hildreth Grey. Laurence Gould
befriended the Japanese settlers. There is a cheerful
picture in the Boca Raton His tor ica l Society 's
collection showing Laurence Gould with a young pioneer
from Yamato. This young man has been identified as Mr.
Susumu ("Oscar") Kobayashi who died in 1975.

Laurence Gould lodged with Mr. and Mrs. Chesebro
in Boca Raton between 1914 and 1916. Gould was editor
and founder of a school paper The Boca Eaton Semi-
Occasional Newspaper. The paper was entered at the
Post Office of Boca Ratone as second class matter 6
tovember 1915. The postmistress at the time was Mrs.
Peggy Young. A search of the records a t the United
States Postal Service in Washington, D. C. however does
not disclose a newspaper or other publ icat ion
authorized second-class entry at Boca Raton, Florida in
1915. The first second-class publication of record is
the Accountants Digest, which was authorized on 2
January 1936. It is possible however that other
publications were authorized as second-class matter
prior to 1936 and were subsequently abandoned or
revoked. The Postal Service does not retain records of
such actions for more than one year.

In one of the f i rs t issues, Gould gave some
historical details of the Boca Raton school. After one
year of successful teaching. Professor Rhebinder was
succeeded by a Mrs. Tasker who also taught but one year
to be succeeded by a Miss Harper who after the same


