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Harley D. Gates. Photograph from the la te 1950s, early 1960s. Mr.
Gates died in September 1965.

HARLEY D. GATES: BOCA RATON HISTORIAN

Hanletj V. GateA, a ploneen nuldent oi Boca Raton, il>at cmz
to Flonlda in 1907 on a btu>in<u>& tnlp. Back home In Rutland, VeJi-
mont, whene he. iccu> ititli a tieal QMtuXz ivm, he. temmbeAtd Tlx»vlda,
u'lie.n ivintoA inmui blanketed Ivu, native. Mexo England. RatWirUng
iotith In 7913, lie. puAaluu,e.d a hlvt acJie. homu-ute. on what would be-
come Palmetto VaAk Road at the. intna-CoaitaZ Wat&nwaij ion 225 dol-
laJvi In 1914 he. built what he. called a WeAt Indian itylz bunga-
low with pofLchtA on all ilde.* ion Ivli new wile. Havviet. The. e.n-
tinn cat oi the. concAete. block &tn.u.ctwit wai only 3,500 doltau.
In 1923, at the. beginning o& the. flonlda. land boom, he iold the.
Iwu&e. ion. 10,000 dollam to Stanle.y HannU oh VancouueA. HoMilh
addzd a toweA and ganageA, palnte.d the. houAe. pink, and namzd It
Ca-ia Rosa. The. Caia Roia nemalned ai a Boca Raton landmank until
1966 whan It wai nazed to build a mu,tuaha.nt.

Gate.6 cuntinuzd In the ne.at estate. buAlneAA In FlonJ.da and
became an active, land divelopex dunlng the. land boom with pnoje.ctA
along the. coait inom Miami to WeJ>t Palm Be.ach. He. vMA atio In-
volved In the. de.velopme.nt o{, Boca Raton and became, a ihaKiholdex
In the Wiznex Development Conponatlon.

In the J950.4 Gate,!> began anlting ihont hutonJ-U oi the eanly
ijtau oi Boca Raton which he published hlmeli In booklet {onm.
The moit ambitious, "Boca Ratone., Flonida.-- A Romance oi the PaAt
and a MiMlan oi the Futune," publlihed In 1956, ha& been &ee.n ah
almost a pnlmany iounce on eanly city hlitony. Othen booklets,
"Ploneen Vay& at Boca Raton" and. "Boca Raton, A Romance oi the
PaAt," have long been iound In local hlAtony collections. Only
necently hoi an additional Gatei, booklet been dl&covened. ThlA
ihont lii&tony, "Remlnl&cenceA oi A Plone&n," ha& been nepnoduced
and ionm the. baAlA oi thU l&iue oi the Spanish River Papers.
Included olio one a i?jw pageA inom tlie langen. wonk dlbcuAAlng
Boca Raton neal eitatz development. The booklets and the photo-
gnaplu one inom the collection* oi the Society.
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