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SINGING PINES

The opening of the Singing Pines Museum on October 21, 1979
capped over foun years of plamning, frustration, disappointment,
wonk, and dedication. The new museum not onfy adds to Boca Raton's
cultunal scene with {ts attractive facilities for exhibits, it also
gives new Life and a useful exisdtence fo an Lmportant part of the
city's eanly henitage. The building, one of the oldest swrviving
houses in Boea Raton, was built a full decade before the Miznen
Ena of the mid-1920s. ALthough often referred to as a "Cracken
Cottage," it is actually a finely propontioned bungalow of its era.
A fonmally designed facade with a centered entry ponrch supported
by six ghaceful Tonic cofumns adds to the house's architectural
interest.

Singing Pines was built around 1913 by William Myrick on a LoX
puwrchased by his wife, Mamie R, Myrick, from the Modef Land Company
in October 1912. The company, the Land division of Hewwy M. Flagler's
East Coast Railway, was developing a small subdivision afong the
west side of its tracks just south of Palmetto Park Road. The
Mynicks, who had moved to Flornida grom North Carolina a few years
eanlien, purchased one of the §inst Lots. Thelr new house incorpo-
nated features used by the earliest souwth Flowida ploneernsd: some of
the fumber had been found on the beach. Tn 1913 the Location afforded
a thue window on the wontd. Nox only did the house front on the
only railway Line serving south Flordda, but across the tracks to
the east han the only major north-south highway.

Wikeiam Myrick had many acres planted in vegetables £n Zhe
Coconut Creek area. A couple of yeans of disastrous weather
conditions ruined his crops and forced the family to sell their new
home in 1917. The buyers were Mr. and Mis. George Washingfon Race
who moved to Boca Raton from New York state with thein daughter

.

Thus began LifLian Race Wifliams's (she was mawied for a short
time in the eanly twenties to a childhood sweetheart from New York)
association with the house and Boca Raton. The house was to be her
home. fon almost sixty yeans. 1t was also Lillian who named the
house "Singing Pines" for the sound of the wind passing through the
pine trees on hen property.

The Races wene related o the Chesebros, anothern pioneer Boca
Raton family. Sdinging Pines was thus grom the beginning a gather-
ing place for family and friends., LilEian had recelved formal music
Duaining and, with her mother, often entertained thein guests. Over
the yeans she played at services for several churches, including the
Community Church and the Church of the Open Doon.




Litlian also wrote verse, Much of her Later poetry, coming
aften the deaths of her parents, details her Love for Singing Pines
and Laments hen Lnability to afford to properly maintain the house.
Hen financial problems fonced her to open Singing Pines to roomens,
at finst taking in the wives and ginl fniends of seruicemen station-
ed at the Boca Raton airnfield, and Laten wintern Lfowrists and wonrkens.

She was able fo heep her home, though often only because o4 the
generosity of friends, until January 1976, Then, after Living at
Singing Pines for almost sixty years, she fell and broke her Leg in
December 1975, Realizing that she could not care fon herself, she
s08d Singing Pines and moved to the Boca Raton Convalescent Center,
The property's Location made it quite valuable for commercial
development, Although the developers had no need for the house,
many Local organizations, including the State Historic Commissdon
0§ Boca Raton, the Boeca Raton Histornical Society, and the Junion
Service league, immediately necognized that if Boca Raton's heritage
was to be presenved, Singing Pines ‘had to be saved,

If was easy Lo make the decision that Singing Pines should be
saved, Finding a Location for a new home, and the money o move it,
proved the difficult jobs. After architects gave assurances that the
bullding could be moved the officers of the Boca Raton Historical
Society began the fob of finding a suitable site. An offen of Land
Lo the west of the city had Zo be refected because of the cost of the
distant move. Supposed county owned Land at I-95 and Palmetio Partk
Road turned out to be owned by the state. Other Locations also
proved unavailable on inconvenient.

Oniginally the new owner of Singing Pines set August 1, 1976 as
Zhe date when the house would be destroyed if not moved. He was
anxious to begin comstruction of a warehouse on the property. As it
became obuious that no new Location fon Singing Pines could be found
by then, he ghanted the house a heprieve untif November 1sf.

ALL the various groups working to save Singing Pines now ieal-

- dzed they had to find a new Location in just weeks on Lose the

house to the wiecking cnew, At this time the Junion Service League
agreed to take over the house and operate it as a museum, The
League afso committed itself to the wonk of restonation. With these
assuwrances, on October 19th the Boca Raton oity councif allowed the
house to be moved to city owned Land at the nonth end of the bLock
containing the new city hatl, the community center, and the tennis
counts, Although the histornical society and the Junion Service
League had pledged money forn the move, sufficient funds were s£LLE
unavaifable, 40 the council also voted to use four thousand dollars
grom £Ls contingency fund. Thus, onby a Little over a weeh from
Zhe November 18t deadline, Singing Pines was saved.

Donakd W, Cuxl, Editon

Ann Holly, "Early Days Here Not For Softies." The Observen
(Deerfield), April 22, 1976.

Water everywhere...everywhere you looked...was how Mrs. Aldah
Myrick Overstreet recalled her first look at Deerfield on that
September day in 1910. Now living in Haines City, Florida, Aldah
admitted her brother, Robert (14 years old) and Joseph (10) and she
were delighted with all the water. "It was knee-deep on Dixie
Highway," she remembered. "We promptly borrowed the gangplanks
from the packinghouse and used them as boats. We were so disap-
pointed when the water went down; we thought it great fun to live
in a town that was underwater."

That wasn't the first disappointment for 12-year-oild Aldah.
William and Mamie Myrick, with their children, had traveled
several days by train to reach their new home in South Florida.
Aldah admitted looking forward to reaching Florida with great
anticipation.

"We were told Florida was the land of flowers,” she explained,
"and the minute we crossed the border, I expected to see beautiful
flowers everywhere. But what did we see? Nothing but swamps!"

....School attendance was also a requirement for the children.
Between the three of them, they made up a good percentage of the
pupils attending the one-room schoolhouse. The schoolhouse, across
the street from the store, doubled as a church whenever a preacher
would happen by.

Truck farming did well that first year for the Myrick's and
Bi11l purchased land in Boca Raton and built their first Florida
home. The house, stately with its six tall columns on the porch
was located south of Palmetto Road alongside the railroad track
and still stands today.

Although the Myrick's moved to Boca, populated with 13
families, they continued to come to Deerfield to do their shopping.
To go shopping meant hitching up the wagon and the expedition would
consume a whole day. Finding it incredulous to think it would take
all day for the four-mile round trip, Aldah explained, by asking
"Have you ever tried to drive a mule?"

Boca Raton, too had a sthool and Aldah continued her education,
despite the five-mile walk each day. She soon graduated; the
school only went through the eighth grade. With the nearest high
school at West Palm Beach, out-of-state boarding schools were
popular and Aldah with classmate Hattie Long, left the state,

While she was away, the Myrick's fortune flourished and Bill
soon purchased 200 acres in the Cypress Creek area. But his luck
ran out--days before his first bean crop was to be harvested, an
unexpected and severe frost killed the entire crop. Not only the
crop was lost, so was the 200 acres.

"Can you imagine?" Aldah shook her head. "What would it be
now--200 acres in that area?"







