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THE ARCHITECTURE OF ADDISON MIZNER

Addition Hiznzn., without any doubt, ii onz o{ thz moit
^ g o& kmzrdLcjm kuchitzvU. He li not onz ol out bz&t
knom though. Thz iubjzct orf tm novzl'i, — UichcvuL Handing
Vav£&' Soldier of Fortune and Thzodoiz Vtuvtt'i The Big Bubble
[though Adam Paynz lEvz'i huAband] it -L& caAZ&uLLy polntzd out
dozi not ti.zph.eJ>znt "any actual pzuon Living on. dead."), o{ a
mgnilitMnt piatuw book by Ida TaAb&ti, a iznlzi o& New Yorker
a/ubLclzi by Alva Johnion, lateA tuhn&d -into a book called The"
Fabulous Mizners Uhcuu-ng thz tU±z mlth bKothzh. Wil6on) and now
a ihow and cataloguz by ChfUitina OHA, hz itlll KzmJjn, a ihadowy
i-iguAz -in thz hu>tan.y o$ AmztUcan afichltzctu/LZ. ?ant o^ tkii i&
pMbably duz to thz iatt that hz wx6 not pn.o{zii-wnatiy tnainzd In
a Kzc.ogni.zzd AmzAlcan on. EuAopean ichoot and uxu nzvzn. fizatiy
aczzptzd by thz pn.oiz&&ion. In fiact, it won, not until 1930, long
aitzn. ku> bzit building* had been donz, that hz nzzzivzd a ticzmz
to pnacXU.cz &iom thz Statz o& Tlanl&a. Thit>, in {act, wai> a
ipzcial "Sznion. CznXiiicatz" givzn without {o/umt zxamination. in
KzcogniXion o{ hit, "happy faculty o£ combining thz iltuAtftatzd
vioniii o{ othzn. countnA.z& with thz dka^timanihlp o{ hi& a6iodatzi
to bning about a. moit plzaiing and iucczii{uZ aAckctzctuAot
fiznaiiiancz which &uite.d thz Talm Beach taitz o{ thz pznlod."

A/ichitzctuAat hi&toniani uAuaZLy don't mzntion MizneA, on.
whzn thzy do, dzpn.zdatz hit, wonk a& zithzn. zntinzly dznlvativz
on. diimi&i him at> znti/izty unimpontant. John BuAchand and ktbznt
BuiM.-Bn.own in thzin. "dziinitivz" The Architecture of America: A
Social and Cultural History in dLbcuuing what thuj calt thz
UzdctzMxmzan flznaiAAancz in a &zction on "domzitic n.zgionaLi&m"
ApafLZ onz, condz&cznding sentence, "...Add-caon Hiznzn. built thz
J.S. Vhippi hou&Z at Vabrn Zzach in 7922, a. Iz&izn. vzuion ol thz
gKzatzht VloKida. villa., Vikcaya, thz z&tatz o<J Jamzi Vzznlng, whid-
had bzzn dziignzd by 3. Bunalt Ha{{man and Vaul Chal{in in 1916."
I don't can.z to dzbatz thz Kelatbjz mzniti o{ Viicaya and Uiznzn.'i
Palm Bzach wonk, but a "Iziizn. vzMion" ol Vi&caya WO6 not what
Hiznzn. wa& building {onty milzi to thz nanth.

Hiznzn.'& dz&zndznA usually cn.zdit him with izzing, zithzn.
through itt> hibtonical ai&ociationi on. iti, "simian." land&capzi,
thz a&6inity bztwzzn Flohlda and Spain. Thi&, too, dozi Hiznzn.
an injuiticz. A& zanly aA 1S88 Cawiinz and Ha&tingi had dzttignzd
thz Voncz de Lzon Hotzl in St. Auguitinz in "Spanish Kznaiiiancz
Stylz," though Waynz Andnzwi &ay& "...only a. Spaniand Kzalizing
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