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BUILDING BOCA RATON’S AIRPORT

Although only a Zown of a few hundred citizens in the 1930s,
Booa Raton had one of the early airponts on the Flornida East
Coast. The following Letters and neponts detail how Zhe Lown re-
ceived its ainpont. They also show the nelationship between the
Boca Raton CRub and fown officials. These Lettens, mainly be-
Zween Gordon Andenson, General Manager of Clarence H. Glest's
Boca Raton CLub, and Earnle Moore, Treasunen and Clerk of the Town
of Boca Raton, cover periods when Ma. Anderson was in the Nonth.,
1% should be noted that the Works Progress Administration, a New
Deal agency with the primarny goal of giving the unemployed jobs,
seems Lo have been successfully Lobbled to bend nufes fon the

Boca Raton airport.
Donald W, Curt, Editonr

% * * * *

Eanle Moore 2o J. W. Hoffman, Vice President, Model Land Company
(FRaglern Intenesis), Febauarny 15, 1935,

There is enclosed herewith a description of land, titie to
which we understand is in the Model Land Company. The Town of
Boca Raton wishes to secure title to this property, so that it
may be used as a Municipal Air-Port. i

The Town, State, and County taxes are all delinquent for a
number of years. :

We would Tike to know as soon as possible whether or not the
Model Land Company will give the Town a quit-claim deed for this
property, which an inspection will reveal is not suitable for
farm Tand or development purposes, because it is so remotely
situated. The town has under consideration two alternate sites
for their afr-port, and we would appreciate i1t very much indeed
if you would give us an answer as soon as possible....




Gordon B. Andenson io Eanle Mooke, May 9, W 935

...I am worrying about the airport. T have a letter from
John J. White this morning, as follows:

I am wondering how you are making out with your airport

project.

I have purchased a tri-motor Stinson #For my own use and

certainly hope that when I go to FlorJ da next winter there

will be an airport ready to use and a2 hangar in which I can

put my ship....
I must have something definite to reportto him. We should press
the condemnation suit and get title, so that we could be first in
1ine for funds from any source. The city Fathers should under-
stand that an airport is a vital necessity to the development of
our town. I don't want anything done whickh will jeopardize the
construction of this airport between now aend the opening of the
1936 season...

* * * * *
Andenson to Moore, May 29, 1935

...I am sti1l awaiting the reports waich I have asked for,
and wonder why they are not here. I amextremely busy, and have
to allot my time between various projects which I am following,
and it seriously inconveniences me when ! have to follow up
requests....

* * * * *

John J. White to Gondon B. Andemson, June 71, 7935

I have just received from Major McMuB Ten a book giving a pro-
posed ten-year plan of aviation developmerit in Florida. In one
section of this book they show the proposed Boca Raton airport
and the amount to be expended on same.

Of course, as I have written you before, it is going to be
more and more difficult to obtain grants ¥ryom the Federal govern-
ment and I hope that nothing is going t0 delay the acquiring of
the Tand at Boca Raton so that this project cannot be held up on
account of lack of funds. Personaily, ! guestion whether it
would be at all possible to have funds of this type available
after this year. ) .

The proposed Boca Raton airport 1is skaown as an all-way field
and this to my mind would make it one of the best in the country.
I know that Major McMullen is very anxious to get this airport
going, to say nothing of how I feel about it myself, and I trust
that a start is to be made this summer s0 that the field can be
used during the coming season....

* * * * *

Anderson to Moore, June 18, 1935

....There is enclosed herewith a letter I have‘received from
John White about the aviation field. [ want something very

definite to report to him, so please write me immediately....

* * * * *

Moore to Anderson, June 1, 7935

...I have had nothing very much to write about, that is nothing
definite, and that is the reason that I have delayed as long as
I have.

In reference to the airtport. Saw McMullen last week, he is
the head of that department in Florida, and he gave me the
following set up that he had applied for.

Construction, 1st and 2nd year 12,000.00

Maintenance oo 807.00
" next 2 years 2,004.00
" " " 2,004.00
" " " 2,004.00

For immediate construction of

B type hangar, 60' x 80' 12,000.00

The item of 12,000.00 for construction first two years is
intended to provide an all way field, that is three runways. The
maintenance item includes lighting also.

He did not know however when funds would be available to
begin work, but thought that it would be at least six weeks.
Rhodes has moved to Palm Beach from Tampa and I will be able to
keep in close touch with him and keep the pusher on all the
time....

* * * * *

Anderson to Moonre, July 3, 1935

I assume that you have either a bad case of hook worm or
writer's cramp, but, be that as it may, I want information by
return mail on the following:

1. The Airport. I notice that the last publication of the
condemnation notice appeared in the Palm Beach Post on June 27th.
What definite steps have been taken to actually construct the
field or get the allottment of funds for the field? 1 am entire-
1y in he dark on this matter and it is very embarrassing to get
letters from Mr. White which I cannot answer. You will appre-
ciate that he has done a great deal for us on this project. I
wish that you would sit down and write me fully....

* * * * *

Moore to Anderson, July 6, 1935

In reference to the Airport. The application has gone in
and will be acted on favorably or at least that is what Rhodes
tells me. The actual work of construction has been held up on
a11 fields and he told me over phone this morning that it would
very likely be the 1st of August before work would begin. He
also said that he thought that the Hangar would not go through at
this time but that later on we might be able to get it. Due to
the fact that the Commercial Bank receiver in Miami filed an




answer to the condemnation proceedings on behalf of th
der e hold
?f the Trust Cgrt1f!cates we will be delayed a Tittle while ore
b;n%ﬁgs121%:tg1gg_zj¥1e& ?il] thought that we would have title
ut 1t Tooks 1ike that it wi
three weeks yet, due to this fact.... WITT be another two or

* * * * *
Andernson to Moore, Juby 9, 1935

-...Also, keep me posted on the progress of the airport. In thi
connection you did not give me an account of the nezotiationsth15
with the Drainage Commission for the acquisition of the land
necessary for Fhe airport. Have you also made a deal with them
for future drainage taxes on the airport site?...

* * * * *
Anderson to Moore, July 11, 1935

...I learned that Johnny Olsen is having quite a time getting
along. When the airport project is started up, you will be able
to take care of him, as he is an invaluable man to us in the
winter time and therefore, we have a great interest in seeing

E?ag he gets temporary employment when he is out of work at the
ub....

* * * * *

Anderson to Moone, July 15, 1935

I noticed in this week's Time magazine that the work on the
aviation fields had been divided between Secretary Ickes and
Harry Hopkins, the Federal Relief Administrator. As I recall it,
Ickes would have charge of the buildings, hangars, etc., and
Hopkins would have charge of the preparations of the field. Of
course, you know that this project is #1 on our 1ist and I hope
that you are not losing a minute in following it up....

* * * * *

Anderson fo Moonre, August 1, 1935

....1 am also anxious to Tearn about the airport. Will you kindly

wire me any news concerning it. Do you think that if I came to
Florida, I could be helpful in getting the appropriation.
McMullen has told White that he was prepared to do his part. We
cannot afford to lose this opportunity....

* * * * *

Moore to Anderson, August &, 1935

Since wiring you last week in reference to airport I saw and
talked with Johnny Rhodes again. He says that all that can be
done on this end has already been done. It is up to the authori-

ties in Washington to release the money to begin work. He
suggests that something might be done on that end through the
Bureau of Air Commerce in Washington. If you could see Mark
tlilcox and have a talk with him he might be able to help things
along some also. )

1 waited until the airport had been passed through the local
offices and through Jacksonville and sent on to Washington before
starting anything else on any other projects about the play-
grounds and the beach. With a limited amount of relief Tlabor in
this district the airport will consume all of it and I did not
want to start anything that would interfere in any way with
that....

* * * * *

Moohe to Andenson, August 29, 1935

...Dont imagine that you had gotten the day Tetter that I sent
early this morning stating that our airport project had been
approved by the President yesterday when you wired me the first
time.
...The hold up on the whole thing has been in Washington as the
project was approved in the Jacksonville office early in August
and sent on. That is why 1 wrote you on August 8th explaining
that everything here that could be done had been and the only
hold up from there on out would be on the other end and suggested
that you go to Washington and see what could be done there to
hurry things along....I think the question of getting started to
work on the airport is more one of untangling the red tape that
these things have to go through in Washington than any thing
else....

* * * * *

Moone Zo Anderson, October 23, 1935

...The airport is still standing still. Talked with Reck (He is
the one now in charge of the West Palm office) just before noon.
He had just talked with Rickard in Jax and Rickard told him that
he had just received word that ten of the projects that had been
stopped had been reinstated, but he at that time didn't know
which ones they were. Will very 1ikely know something definite
about that by tomorrow. 1 feel pretty sure that ours are among
them.




March 14, 1936

Summary of Contributions from TOWN of BOCA RATON
for the Boca Raton AIRPORT, project 301

Land, 185 acres $500.00
Salary of Superintendent 980.00
Labor 45.57
Equipment 371.25
Other 120.34

$ 1997.16

Town of Boca Raton Florida

by

W C Disbrow Jr

* * * * *

Anderson to John Rhodes, Adrport Supervisor (West Palm Beach)
June 17, 1936

I was glad to learn from your letter of June 15th that as of
June 30th, the entire landing area will be cleared and grubbed,
and the parking and approach areas in the south part of the prop-
erty will be cleared of timber.

I note what you say about revising the WPA proposal for
completing the Airport. I am sure that the Town of Boca Raton
will readily and promptly go along with any recommendations that
you may make, both in the work to be included in the project for
the completion of the Airport, and the method of carrying out
those plans.

I realize that until Congress passes the Relief Bill, and
you receive instructions concerning the preparation of projects,
that Boca Raton cannot submit a new project. We are all hopeful
that the delay will be short 1ived because Florida needs landing
fields with complete facilities for handling planes, and the Boca
Raton Airport is a very necessary and important Tink. ‘ )

I want to thank you for the hard and intelligent work which
you have given this project....

Boca Raton Ainpont Report, June 23 § 25, 1936, John Rhodes, Ain~
port Supervison, %o Anderson, Moone, A.B., McMullen.

On June 23, I talked to Mr. Disbrow and Earl Moore about Boca
Raton Airport and made an engagement with Mr. Disbrow for Thursday.
the 25th, at which time I would give him a definite layout for the
new project. On Thursday, the 25th, I stopped in Boca Raton on my
way from Miami and had a long conference with Mr. Disbrow and Earl
Moore. 1 took a blue print of the field and on it laid out exact
areas to be paved on runways, taxi strips, hangar aprons, and en-
trance roadway. 1 located the hangar and Administration Building,
and gave Mr. Disbrow other necessary information needed to esti-
mate the exact work to be done on the field.

Mr. Disbrow had planned on leaving Boca Raton on July 15. He
had asked the City to increase his salary, which they refused to
do, and I understand he refuses to work for the same salary any
Tonger. I told him that since he had been down there more than a
year, and knew more about the project than anyone else, that I
considered it his duty to give as much help as possible in draw-
ing up this new project. I told him he must realize the compara-
tive scarcity of labor in this locality in estimating what could
be done, and that project be set up to run for ten months. I
told him that projects would be figured in terms of man hours for
labor, and estimated cost of all materials and equipment. He has
of course most of this information already because he worked up
the large project which I cut approximately in two. The project
I will submit for Boca Raton will have two paved runways, the
NW-SE 3200' long and NE-SW 2500' long, a 100" x 100' steel hangar,
Administration Building, and sodded landing area to provide land-
ing strips north and south and east and west with boundary lights
and beacon. We should have complete plans on this revised layout
within a week or ten days, and as soon as prints are made, I will
send you a copy.

In as much as Mr, Disbrow is leaving Boca Raton and as I have
previously stated that the superintendent on the job should be a
WPA empioyee, I don't know what form the town's contribution will
take. They can hire an instrument man and rodman to do the occa-
sional engineering work needed on the new project cheaper than
they can employ a full time engineer. The WPA superintendent on
the job will necessarily be a man who is capable of properly run-
ning such a project.

The City can furnish limerock and grass for sprigging, but
they cannot dig or haul the rock. Possibly they can continue, if
necessary, to haul labor when needed and if available, from Delray
Beach or Boynton for work on the field. I believe that their con-
tributions will be in the form of contributed engineering services,
limerock, grass and sprigging, and possibly transportation of
labor, with a possible additional cash, material, or equipment
hire item. I imagine though that the total amount of the
sponsor's contribution cannot be given until Mr. Disbrow completes
his estimate of cost of this revised project at which time such
items as are most easily furnished by the City can be picked out
and the carrect values for these items set up.

0f course the entire new project will be drawn up on what-
ever forms are designated for such purposes and will be supported
by proper statements of desirability, necessity and so on, for







