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" I t was wild and beautiful then, like some foreign, tropical land, far from the
city we see today.

Diane Benedetto in
"Childhood Memories"

A report to the membership of
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES - - Diane Benedetto, nee Imogene Alice Gates

Imogene Alice, Harriet & Harley "Buddy" Gates

My earliest memories of this little town are of hot sunlit days spent roam-
ing over the many acres of the Palmetto Park Plantation and running across the
sugar white sands in search of childish aventures.

I was born at dawn on an April morning. The whippoorwills were singing
and the scent of jasmine filled the air. The First World War had ended and there
was peace in the world at last. I was actually born in West Palm Beach as we had
no hospitals or doctors here. A few days later I was brought home, so I always
say I was born in Boca Raton. It seems more rightly descriptive as I spent my
early days here.

At the time of my birth, my father owned twenty-three to twenty-eight
acres of land on which stood an East Indian bungalow. He farmed and raised veg-
etables, citrus, bananas, and all kinds of rare fruit and flowering trees which he
grew as an experiment for the government.

Palmetto Park Plantation - 1916
Mrs. Gates holding Imogene Alice


