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Clementine Brown and her students at the Yamato School
around 1918-1919. Back row: [left to right] Vernon
Richardson, Walter Smith, Franklin Kamiya, Mrs. Brown,
and Hazel Smith. Front row: Andy Montgomery, Yamauchi
Kazu, Masuko Kamiya, and Kazuo Kamiya.

REMEMBERING WHEN BOCA RATON WAS YOUNG:
AN INTERVIEW WITH BETTY CRUICKSHANK

The major pontion of this edition of the Spanish River
Papers is devoted fo another of Betty Cruichshank's continuing
contnibutions to the oral history of Boca Raton. The partici-
pants, all childhood {riends, gathered at the home of Eula
Rauferson [ER] Zo visdit with Franklin Kamiya, who had retunrned
o Boca Raton forn a shont time. The interview was very quickfy
taken from M . Chruickshank's capable hands as §riends began
discussing and remembering Boca Raton yestendays. The result ia
a muwelows mixture of Local hisfony, a bit of gossdip, and the
good humon of people enfoying thein visdit,

The §inal section on John and CLementine Brown (Mns. Brown
was Franklin Kamiya's teacher at Yamato School) includes inform-
ation from Mrs. Cruickshank's interview with Betty Brown Dev.ne,
the Brown's daughten.  The photoghaph of the school children at
Yamato has been in zhe coflection of the Boca Raton Historical
Society for a numben of years. Mishi Kamiya, Franklin's sister,
Ldentified the childnen.

Donald W, Curl
Editor




The following interview took place on 18 November 1981
in Boca Raton. Betty Cruickshank interviewed Franklin
KAMIYA, son of one of the earliest YAMATO Japanese
families, who had returned to Boca Raton to visit with
some of his old school chums. These included Carl
Douglas, Grace Douglas Notaro, Dixie Sellers Hillegas
and Pauline Aylward.

BC: Frank would you tell us your full name?
FK: Franklin Kamiya

BC: Were you born here in Boca Raton?
FK: St, Mary's Hospital, West Palm Beach.

BC: What was the date of your birth?
FK: Oh, here we go [{laughter] [It's alright Frank]},
Well, 1915,

BC: How long did you live in Yamato? Would you explain
the pronunciation to us?
FK: The only pronunciation I know is YA-mato.

BC: Whereas most of the local residents today say
Ya—-MA-to.
FK: These people here don't. They all say YA-mato.

BC: Because they were here when it was pronounced
correctly. Would you just tell us what life was like
in Yamato at that time. Tell us for example what kind
of a house you lived in.

FK: A two story house and it had 1, 2, 3....

PA: They had a nice big house.

GDN: It was up on a ridge, up on a hill. Yes, they had
a nice big house.

FK: The second house was. That was my uncle's house we
moved to after we moved from the original house. That
was on Dixie Highway and it had 5 rooms down and 3
rooms upstairs.

BC: Where was it located in relation to the railroad
track?

FK: The first house in blocks, I would say was about
two and a half to three blocks east of the railroad
tracks and a half mile north of what is now Yamato
Road.

BC: How close were your neighbors there?

FK: Well, the post office was right across the street
from us and the postmaster lived in there. And right
across the street from them was another neighbor.

About four blocks south on the same side of the street
as we there were two houses.,

BC: Who lived in those two houses, do you remember?

FK: The only one I can remember was the Smith family.
They had Lawrence, Hazel, Margery, Dan, Wilson, and
Joe.

PA: The mother was Annie.

FK: The father was George. About a mile further South
was another Smith who was the water tender for the
trains. There was Harry, Walter, and Agnes.

PA: I was dJoing to say there was one named Agnes. They
lived by the railroad up there.

FK: Yes, they tended the water tower up there for the
trains.

PA; Yessir, I'd forgotten about that.

FK: Then about five blocks south from us on the east
side of the highway was a Phagen family. I forgot the
parent's names, but they had a daughter Nina who died.
She was about 5 or 6 years old. 5She died of pneumonia,
I think it was. About six blocks north was an Owens
family. They had a son Lawton. I used to remember about
noon he'd be at our grocery store there [Kamiya family
storel and didn't want to go home. His father would
take a stick to him and run him about halfway home!

BC: Who was the postmaster up there at that time?

FK: Carroll.

BC: A Mr. Carroll?

FK: Yes, he had three children; Iris, Ruby, and
Charley.

BC: Was he there for quite a while?

FK: Until the post office went out of business, which
was about '24 I guess., Then we had to get our mail in
Boca Raton,

PA: Frank, after you moved out across the railroad
tracks you didn't have any close neighbors out there
did you? KOBIASHI was about the closest.

FK: Yes Kobiashi lived about a half mile from us. But
there was another KOBIASHI, Oscar Kobiashi.

PA: I don't remember him.

FK: They lived just north of us. At that time he had a
girl but since then he moved to Chicago and after
Chicago to Philadelphia. Before he died he had three
children, two girls and a boy.

BC: How long did your family stay in Yamato?

FK: My brother stayed on until he died, practically.
My dad left Yamato about '38, I guess. He went to
California to be with my oldest sister and her family.

BC: Tell us the names of your parents and brothers and
sisters.







