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Clementine Brown and her s tudents at the Yamato School
around 1918-1919. Back row: [ l e f t to r i g h t ] Vernon
Richardson, Walter Smith, Franklin Kamiya, Mrs. Brown,
and Hazel Smith. Front row: Andy Montgomery, Vamauchi
Kazu, Masuko Kamiya, and Kazuo Kamiya.

REMEMBERING WHEN BOCA RATON WAS YOUNG:
AN INTERVIEW WITH BETTY CRUICKSHANK
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The following interview took place on 18 November 1981
in Boca Raton. Betty Cruickshank interviewed Franklin
KAMIYA, son of one of the earliest YAMATO Japanese
families, who had returned to Boca Raton to visit with
some of his old school chums. These included Carl
Douglas, Grace Douglas Notaro, Dixie Sellers Hillegas
and Pauline Aylward.

BC: Frank would you tell us your full name?
FK: Franklin Kamiya

BC: Were you born here in Boca Raton?
FK: St. Mary's Hospital, West Palm Beach.

BC: What was the date of your birth?
FK: Oh, here we go [laughter] [It's alright Frank],
Well, 1915.

BC: How long did you l ive in Yamato? Would you explain
the pronunciation to us?
FK: The only pronunciation I know is YA-mato.

BC: Whereas most of the loca l r e s i d e n t s today say
Ya-MA-to.
FK: These people here don ' t . They a l l say YA-mato.

BC: Because they were here when i t was pronounced
c o r r e c t l y . Would you ju s t t e l l us what l i f e was l ike
in Yamato a t that time. Tell us for example what kind
of a house you lived in.
FK: A two story house and i t had 1, 2, 3 . . . .
PA: They had a nice big house.
GDN: I t was up on a r idge , up on a h i l l . Yes, they had
a nice big house.
FK: The second house was. That was my uncle's house we
moved to after we moved from the or iginal house. That
was on Dixie Highway and i t had 5 rooms down and 3
rooms ups t a i r s .

BC: Where was i t located in r e l a t i o n to the ra i l road
track?
FK: The first house in blocks, I would say was about
two and a half to three blocks east of the railroad
tracks and a half mile north of what is now Yamato
Road.

BC: How close were your neighbors there?
FK: Well, the post office was right across the street
from us and the postmaster lived in there. And right
across the s t ree t from them was another neighbor-

About four blocks south on the same side of the street
as we there were two houses.

BC: Who lived in those two houses, do you remember?
FK: The only one I can remember was the Smith family.
They had Lawrence, Hazel, Margery, Dan, Wilson, and
Joe.
PA: The mother was Annie.
FK: The father was George. About a mile further South
was another Smith who was the water tender for the
trains. There was Harry, Walter, and Agnes.
PA: I was going to say there was one named Agnes. They
lived by the railroad up there.
FK: Yes, they tended the water tower up there for the
trains.
PA: Yessir, I'd forgotten about that.
FK: Then about five blocks south from us on the east
side of the highway was a Phagen family. I forgot the
parent's names, but they had a daughter Nina who died.
She was about 5 or 6 years old. She died of pneumonia,
I think it was. About six blocks north was an Owens
family. They had a son Lawton. I used to remember about
noon he'd be at our grocery store there [Kamiya family
store] and didn't want to go home. His father would
take a stick to him and run him about halfway home!

BC: Who was the postmaster up there at that time?
FK: Carroll.
BC: A Mr. Carroll?
FK: Yes, he had three children; Iris, Ruby, and
Charley.
BC: Was he there for quite a while?
FK: Until the post office went out of business, which
was about '24 I guess. Then we had to get our mail in
Boca Raton.
PA: Frank, after you moved out across the railroad
tracks you didn't have any close neighbors out there
did you? KOBIASHI was about the closest.
FK: Yes Kobiashi lived about a half mile from us. But
there was another KOBIASHI, Oscar Kobiashi.
PA: I don't remember him.
FK: They lived just north of us. At that time he had a
girl but since then he moved to Chicago and after
Chicago to Philadelphia. Before he died he had three
children, two girls and a boy.

BC: How long did your family stay in Yamato?
FK: My brother stayed on until he died, practically.
My dad left Yamato about '38, I guess. He went to
California to be with my oldest sister and her family.

BC: Tell us the names of your parents and brothers and
sisters.



FK: My youngest b r o t h e r was Kauzo, Masuko ( f ) , myself
(m), Rokuo (m), Mishis ( f ) , and Masa ( f ) . My fa the r
was Henry T. I don ' t know what the T. s tood for now.
My mother, I don ' t know her name. We a lways c a l l e d her
j u s t "Momma."
PA: I don ' t think I ever heard her name e i t h e r .

BC: Did your family come r igh t to t h i s area from Japan
or had they been in other pa r t s of t h i s country before
tha t?
FK: I cou ldn ' t say for sure .

BC: When did you move away?
FK: I went to t he U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a and a f t e r I
came back home I d i d n ' t stay long. I went to Miami.
BC: What year was that?
FK: ' 3 7 , t h a t was t h e y e a r I g r a d u a t e d from the
Universi ty of F lo r ida .
BC: What did you do in Miami?
FK: I became a cook.
BC: How long did you stay there?
FK: Until '65.

Some general conversation led to a discussion of the
old school bus and then to school days.

BC: The school was where Boca elementary is now? Is
that the school you were bringing them to?
FK: No, that was going to Delray.
CD: We walked to school when we went to Boca elementary.
BC: Was i t s t i l l a two room school then?
PA: When I went there the real old school had only two
rooms. I t was one big long building with dividing
doors in the middle, with four grades in one end and
four grades in the other. The 9th grade went to Delray.
After that i t was added onto.
FK: I went to school in Yamato through the 4th grade.
BC: Who taught school in Yamato?
FK: They had, you know that guy tha t went on the Byrd
Expedition, Lawrence Gould? He was the f i r s t teacher.
Then Mollie Monroe was the second. Then, I forgot her
f i r s t name, but Burley was her l a s t name. Then
Clementine Brown and then Bly Davis.

BC: How many children were there in the Yamato school?
KF: All the f ami l i e s I named. My uncle 's kids were
there too. There were five of them and four of us
because the other two were too young before the school
closed. Then there were Dan and Margery and Hazel Smith
and the other Smith family had a l l three of the kids
going, and then Marie, Charley and I r i s , and Joe Phagen
were going to school then.

BC: So there were about fifteen. Who was your uncle?
KF: Sakai.
BC: He had five children?
KF: Well, his f i r s t child "Was a son and he died when he
was about two or three years old. Then a l l t ha t was
left was the five.
BC: Was Sakai your fa ther 's or your mother's brother?
KF: Father 's bro ther . Only his name was Sakai and my
Dad was Kamiya.
CD: Why was that?
KF: Back in Japan t h i s family my Dad knew had no son to
carry on his name so he took my Dad and my Dad took his
name to carry on the name.
GDN: Was that the Japanese cu l ture over the re , if you
didn't have a son?
KF: I don't know. You know as much about the Japanese
culture as I do! Remember I'm a Florida Cracker!
BC: You don't remember the family making much of an
effort to carry on Japanese tradit ions or cultures?
FK: No, my mother t r i ed to teach my older s i s t e r s the
language. She even had textbooks. Actually my mother,
was a teacher in Japan and she tried to teach them how
to make those flowers, different animals and birds out
of this paper stuff, but I guess they weren't i n t e res t -
ed in i t .

PA: Frank, you had a nice Oriental garden in your yard
because one of your s i s t e r s was married the re . I
remember Mom and Daddy went to the wedding and your
Daddy gave us gold fish tha t came from Japan t ha t we
had in a fish pond over here in our yard.
ER: You know those cartons they used to put milk in
Pauline. Well, t h a t ' s the way they came here from
Japan. I t was Masa's wedding. I went to your Mother's
funeral too.
BC: What year was your mother's funeral?
FK: 1934. The service was in Delray, but the burial was
in West Palm.
PA: Was she buried in Woodlawn?
FK: Yes, the services were at Cason Memorial Methodist
Church.
ER: That's where we went to see his mother.
FK: That church was loaded with people.
GDN: I must not have been here.
FK: That was after I graduated from high school.

BC: Do you remember your sister's wedding?
FK: Yes, I can see the whole picture in my mind.
BC: What did she wear, do you remember?
FK: That, no.
BC: Did Japanese families dress in a different way?
FK: No, it was Americanized way as far as that goes.
BC: Did she marry someone from this area?


