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EARLY DAYS OF THE BOCA RATON
FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT

With the incorpornation of the Town of Boca Raton and the.
coming of the Mizner Boom, the town fathers found Lt necessary fo
formally provide for police and §ire protection for thein citizens.
The foflowing documents and Letterns {LLusinate some of the probfems
faced by a small town thying Lo maintain these services on a very
Limited budget. The budget, of course, became even more Eimited
with the fallure of the Mizner Development Company. The material
fon this {ssue of the SPANISH RIVER PAPERS came from the colfection
0§ the Boca Raton Histornical Society.

Donald W. Curl, Edifor

Ondinance #19, Passed September 23, 1925

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF BOCA RATON,
FLORIDA, APPOINTING A TOWN MARSHALL FIXING HIS TERM OF OFFICE AND
FIXING COMPENSATION TO BE PAID.

EE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF BOCA RATON,
LORIDA: ; A

Section 1. That Chas. Raulerson is hereby appointed Town Marshall
for the town of Boca Raton, Florida, to serve in such capacity at
the pleasure of the Town Commission.

Section 2. That said Town Marshall be paid the sum of One Hundred
seventy-five ($175.00) Dollars per month for policing the town
according to the duties and powers conferred on him by the charter
and ordinances of the town and under the direction of the Mayor.
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Section 3. This ordinance shall be declared an emergency
ordinance, and shall take effect immediately upon its passage and
approval.

J. G. Brown
B. B. Raulerson

Geo. S. Akins
Commissioners.

Audit Statement, Toun of Boca Raton, Year ended October 31st, 1926
STATEMENT OF ITEMIZED ASSETS, YEAR ENDED OCT. 31ST. 1926

POLICE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT

5-Revolvers $ 169.45

1-Ford Tour. Car 553.40

1-Henderson Motorcycle 525.30 o
3-Prs. Handcuffs 34.00 57t sl
1-Henderson Motorcycle 367.83 $1639.68

FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT
1-Atmer-LaFrance Fire Engine 12500.00 12500.00

* * * *

Ondinance #72, passed August 13, 1928

AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF BOCA RATON,
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF A FIRE DEPARTMENT AND
DEFINING ITS JURISDICTION AND PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTAINANCE AND
ORGANIZATION OF SAME.

Section 1. That a department to be known and designated as the
E}re_gepartment be and hereby is created in the Town of Boca Raton,
orida.

Section 2. The Fire Department shall consist of a Chief of Fire,
to be appointed by the Town Commission and as many subordinate
officers, firemen and employees as the Chief may deem necessary and
proper, not to exceed twelve men, which said subordinate firemen
and employees shall be volunteers appointed by the Chief of Fire
subject to canfirmation by the Town Commission.

Section 3. The said Fire Department shall organize and promulgate
such by-laws, rules and regulations as they deem fit and proper,
regulating their operations, provided always that they shall have
one or more drills, per month, as ordered by the Commission, which
said drills must be attended by every member of the department and
upon the failure to attend every drill as herein provided said
member or members so failing shall be subject to be suspended or
discharged by the Chief and approved by the Commission, and shall

forfeit to this city one (1) month's salary as a fine for non-
attendance, providing always that said party or parties.fa111ng

to attend any drill or drills may be velieved of such fine or

fines by rendering to the Chief of Fire a plausible excuse for non=-
attendance and shall be reinstated within the discretion of the
Chief, approved by the Commission.

Section 4. The Fire Department shall have control of and manage-
ment of all fires within the limits of the Town of Boca Raton and
its officers shall have the power to prevent interfering in any

way with the department or with any of its employees of the depart-
ment in the performance of their duties.....

Section 16. The sum of $700.00 is hereby appropriated to the fire
department to cover necessary expenses of the said department.
Said appropriation is to constitute a fund out of the general fund
from which expenditures may be made within the department in the
manner as provided in the charter of the Town of Boca Raton.

Section 17. In addition to the Chief of Fire, a driver shall be
appointed by the Town Commission, whose duty it shall be to
inspect the fire truck at least once a week and see that the
engine is in A-1 running condition. Driver's compensation will be
$5.00 per month, in addition to pay for fires and drills.

Section 18, The Chief of fire shall receive as compensation the
sum of $150.00 a year, payable monthly. Other employees shall be
compensated according to the scale as follows:

Assistant Chief . . . . . . . . . . .. $8.00 per month.

Firemen . . . . « « v v o v v v v v 4,00 per fire and
$2.00 each drill attended.

The Chief of Fire and Assistant shall be paid no other compensa-
tion except in case of fire, then Chief and Assistant Chief shall be
paid additional, on same scale as the firemen.....
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Kline Platt and Harry Purdom from an early photograph.







