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Handmade

MIZNER IHDV/TRiE/ INC
• WORJ44 JW£r, RMJvl BE"AC44 fl-A.

Established 1919

Pottery of

MIZNER INDUSTRIES

In 7925 Boca. Raton ulai a AmaZZ farming community: a ^g
Atop on the. FZoAida EaAt Coait Railway. In that yzar AddUon
Mizner came, to town witli hiA drzam oi eAtabZZAhing a gAzat new
city with elzgant AZAOAt iacilUxeM, miZzA o£ man6lon-tine.d
Atn.e.&t&, and A-incz fvu dteam cnvZitontd a. thus* city abte. to
hwppont iX&oJLh wkzn the. touniit& wznt homo., hoiu>&& {,OJt wonkoJiA,
and the, ^actoniu to employ them. Fxom the. beginning, he. pZan-
ne,d to zltkeji move. Ku> IKiznex indinttiieA1 woAk&hopA {,A.om WeAt
Talm Beach, oA. at le.a&t build bhanchu in Boca Raton. The.
T-Zohida neaZ eitatt buAt came, bc^otte. any fiactoKieA couZd be.
c.on&t>uicte.d in hLi, new city, but IMzneA indu&tthieM continued
to ptoduce. tiZeM, cent Atone., qwoMvy ke.y Atone, and lunnitutie.
in bleAt Palm Beach. In &act, the. caAt Atone. ^actoJty Aemaintd
in the. Aame. BunkeM. Road location until September, 197S.

WhiZe. MizneA. HAtabtUhzd no wo/ikAhopA in Boca Raton, he. did
aie the. pAoducti ofi liiA induAttiy in con&tULcting the. CZoiAteA.
Inn, the. AdminiAtAation BuiJLdingA, Old City HaZZ, tlie. houA&A
o{ Old FZoAteta, and otheA buiZdingA ojf the. boomtime, ejux.
HoAe.oveJi, th& fauAnituAe. £OA tkt Inn and AdminiAtAation buiZd-
ingA alAo came. l>iom IUA ^actoAij. Fon. many yiaxA tliiA fa
wznt unappAzdatzd. Oyie. attempt at "modernization" at the.
hoteJL led to the, wholesale. dispoAot o£ the. HizneA pizceA.
Today thz excellent dzAign and quality woAkmanAhip o^ Uiznex
^uAnituAz i& oncz moAZ vaZazd. CoZZtctoAA viz {oft. the. remain-
ing zxamplzA^ and axticlzA cw.e. pubtuhzd in national magazinzA
diAcuAAing iti mznltA. In £act, in sizcognition oj, tkli new
intzAZAt in thz pAoductA o& hiiznzA ZnduAtAizA, Singing VinzA
MuAZum haA mountzd a Ahovi displaying -iamplzA \tiom thz woAkAhop.

ThlA IAAUZ ofi thz SmnJAh RivzA VavexA LA particularly indzbt-
zd to U.A. Jon von GunAt-Andzuzn, thz archiviAt ofi thz \Mzner.
CoZlzction oi thz WiAtoAicaZ Society o{ Palm Bzack County,
who Awpplitd thz company bAochuAZA and photog/iaphA,

VonaZd W. CurZ, e.ditoA



MAKERS OF THE ONLY HAND MADE HOOF AMD FLOOR TILE IN AMERICA

MIZNER INDUSTRIES INCORPORATED
POTTERY- ROOF & FLOOR TILE PERIOD FURNITURE -WICKER. UPHOLSTERING. REPAIRING

ANTIQUE MILLWORK AND HARDWARE . BRONZE SASH - WROUGHT IRON
STAINED AND LEADED GLASS WINDOWS - RECONSTRUCTED AND

ORNAMENTAL STONE - IMITATION MARBLE
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PALM BEACH, FLORIDA
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Pnuern No. 10S0. Glased star center of Xo. 100 blm-k
gliizifl (IIIIDIOIKI •with Culie design of vnrlCRUttHl trims*
imn'iit grcwi glitzi-d fUiimonds, Two row* of No, 100
black gluzcit (IlninniiiLs ultli Xo. ios .V'xll". trim spa rent

gt*eii {cbixctl llloa imwcvn make ilic bonier.

I'lUtcm Xo. IH22. Number 113 miKinauKl Pk-kciH n M k c »
jilenslnp (Inor. These arc la hi with close Joints. Note the

polish oblitlmiljk' with oiu* miRlazert tiles.

Pmteni No. IO2t. Susiri-Meil n w of unelttxed Xo. 102
» *H" with Xi>. 113 pk-kois. The No, KMt (Uiiinond.s in

tlit* liordor design iiro brown uliuiil.

s L~Z

Pint cm No. 1023. Tito tllp shown a if iniKlim'd. Field N
No, tot Octagon* with No. 100 :t"x3" irwrt^. border of

No. 102 8".v8" nnd Im>e 4"jt8".

Pattern No. 1024 sliows
No. 113 Pickets niut Xo. I

bbick glazed :
Pntterii Xo. 1023 .HIIOWK UI\ nttructlve nrrniiffcinent of
border und field of some sine tile. Xcw. 102 8"x8", 104

12"xl2" or Xo. 106 6"x6" tile can be uswl.

MIZNER INDUSTRIES

The various workshops of architect Addison Mizner
grew from necessity. When construction began on the new
Everglades Club in 1918 he found no good source of clay-
roof tiles. Imported tiles from Cuba were extremely ex-
pensive, and Mizner believed commercial American roof
tiles looked like "painted tin" with the color of "a
slaughterhouse floor." Mizner convinced Paris Singer,
for whom he was building the club, to build kilns to
make tiles in West Palm Beach. Mary Fanton Roberts, the
publisher of Arts and Decoration wrote: "I remember that
these tile works were established during my first visit
to Palm Beach, and that we all went at day dawn to see
the first opening of the kiln—from which the tiles were
taken by the Italian workman, overburnt and ruined."
By the trial-and-error method, Mizner soon discovered
the key to producing perfect tiles.

When resorters arrived in Palm Beach for the 1919
season they found-the nearly completed club house.
Many, including the Edward Stotesburys, were impressed
with Mizner's architecture and asked him to design
vacation "cottages" for them in the town. Mizner said
that at first Singer seemed "delighted", but later "got
jealous" and decided to close down the pottery. As
the architect believed he needed the handmade tiles for
his roofs, he decided the only answer was to buy the
pottery himself. Thus he borrowed money from a bank
and established the first division of what became
Mizner Industries: Las Manos Potteries.

Las Manos had three kilns in the beginning. The
largest could hold ten thousand tiles, the second
largest three thousand. The third kiln, intended for
decorative pottery, could hold three hundred when
necessary. To achieve the effect of the subtle vari-
ations in shadings of the tiles, Mizner bought white
and dark Georgia clay. Through mixing, drying, and
firing, he obtained tiles that ranged in color from
flesh pink to almost black-brown. Using a mule to
propel the blades, a mill blended and worked the clay.
After it was greatly refined, workmen patted and thump-
ed it into wooden molds that had been sanded to keep




