
^pantatf liw?r

FEBRUARY 1981 VOL. IX, No, 2

W=" /'

OLD CITY HALL, HOME OF BOCA RATON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Jeanne Nixon Baur, Artist

A report to the membership of

Boca Raton Historical Society, Inc.

P.O. Box 1113 « Boca Raton, Florida 33432

Board of Trustees
Boca Raton Historical Society, Inc.

Robert MacLaren, Chairman of the Board
David As he Mrs. Stephen Ladika
Mrs. Eugene Baur Mrs. Charles Mohaupt
Donald Curl Mrs. Lee Redd
Herman Dance Frank Schuyler
Mrs. Douglas Donoho Mrs. Joseph Sylvia
Mrs. David Dickenson Mrs. L. Bert Stephens
Dr. Charles Goby Robert Tylander

Clement Winke
Mrs. Stephen F. Snyder, President

Mrs, Randolph S. M e r r i l l , J r . , Vice President
Mrs. Richard Notes, Recording Secretary

John Girard, Treasurer / Mrs. Howard McCall, Archiv ist



THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN BOCA RATON

The Reverend Henry Mizner

The. Episcopal chuAch hcu, a long ku>ton.y- in Boat Raton, flu&t
Episcopal ieAvlczi_ weAz pK.oba.bly held In 1916 when thz Re.v. Hzmy
HiznzA, Addi&an Miznzn.'& oldzn. bnothzn., anAlvzd to take, up
KeA-lde-nce. in hLd Old Tlotuuta. koine.. TheAz ieJiviceA in "St. ttafiy't,
Chapel.," a tzmponoAy building donated by the. UizneA Ve.veJLopme.nt
CoA.pohnutlon, camz to an znd with the butt o( thz iouth Ylonlda .land
boom. Although Addlbon dn.zame.d o^ a. gn.e.at cathe.dAal built -in
memoiy o& "Mama" MlzneA, theAe. we^e not unough Epi&c.opaZian& it^t
In Boca Raton to iwppont tvtn a mall chwich. In 1918 the. Reu.
Hcnny and kt& £amlty movzd to VAFIA, and uilth th/uA dzpaAtusie. iue.nt
the. hope, o{ utabli&hlng a. peJmanznt pahl&h In tht town.

Not until 7953 did the. Epiicopaliani oh Boca Raton &ze£ tkelx
nuxrhejih once, again j'uAtl&ie-d attempting to utabliAh a congnzaation.
The. VJZH inoizaAing population o£ thz city h>wm &&• ilitleM hoi
me.ant constant gtiowth ioK thz chuAch. St. GKzqoKy'i, f^lut imaZl
gioup oi communicants mzt in itvztal tempohiviy locatloni, but by
1956 weAz able, to build a chuJich. ThiA hiAit chuAck became, the.

hall vihzn thz new chuAch, a complttzly contejnpoAaAy
, bat with gzntle. zchozi ofa tht Gothic tAadition In it&

aAcheM, wai built in 1966. AA thz city zxpandzd wzitwand St.
G/Lzgofty'i began ieAvicz& in thz Chapel, ojj St. AndAeui'i School. In
jii&t &OUA ihoAt yzaftM thz wz&tzAn congtizgation wa& laAgz enough
to lorn St. Andn.ew'6 paKUh. Thai today thzAz OAZ two Epl&copal
congn.zgatA.onA In Boca Raton.

It might bz mzntlonzd that even though Addlion Mizne-t'-A QAzat
cathzdAal dzdicatzd to hh> motliZA'i mzmoh.y iu.Mzn.zd thz &atz o& io
many boomtimz plani, St. Gn.zgohjj'i ChuAch did at onz tunz havz lt&
own bl&hop. Whzn thz Rt. Rev. A. Envlnz Swifit xzWizd OA biAhop
ol Vu&Ato Rico hz camz to St. Gn.zgon.y'i ai nzcton..

{on. thli li&uz camz &n.om thz aAchiveA oh thz Soclzty,
thz icAapbooki O(J St. Gn.zgon.y'& ChuAch, and thz i i l z i oi Howand
UcCall, MM, V. J. Bnannzn urn pantlculanly keZpiul In findi
iouAczi hoi thiA zdiXion o& The Spanish River Papers.

Vowild W. Cunl, Edito*.



Clipping h>uom St. Louis nmspapeA, no date.. ¥>iom the. ajitkivu o&
the. Episcopal Vioc&sz o& ULs&Quxi, Zhxist Chanck CathndAal.

. . . After 30 years of church and social service work in St. Louis,
the last 25 years in charge of St. Stephen's Episcopal Mission, 520
Rutger street, the Rev. Henry Watson Mizner has resigned and will
move to Florida.

The resignation is effective June 1. The Rev. Mr. Mizner and
his wife and daughter will take a vacation in Europe and then
become residents of Boca Raton, Fla. A brother, Wilson Mizner,
former Broadway playwright, is engaged in realty operations in
Florida, and another brother, Addison Mizner, an architect, has done
much work in that State.

During his rectorship at St. Stephen's, the Rev. Mizner has
had the active assistance of his wife, the former Miss Margot
Postlewaite, and it was there the romance started that culminated
in their marriage in 1912. Their residence, now at 470 Lake avenue,
was for years in St. Stephen's Parish house at 602 Rutger street.
. . .Henry Watson Mizner was educated at West Point and the General
Theological Seminary. After being ordained, he held a pastorate
at Palmyra, Mo., and was an assistant to the dean of Christ Church
Cathedral before being assigned to St. Stephen's. At St.
Stephen's he became acquainted with Miss Postlewaite, one of
several young society women interested in social service.

Miss Postlewaite was the adopted daughter of Mrs. George A.
Castleman, wealthy widow, of 3693 Lindell boulevard. The marriage
was a social event. When Mrs. Castleman died last Feb. 24 at the
age of 70 she willed $5000 to the Rev. Mr. Mizner, and to Mrs.
Mizner, who had theretofore received a gift of stock, a lifetime
income from $5000 worth of bonds and 400 shares of Chicago Railway
Equipment Co. stock.

At the Rutger street mission the Rev. Dr. Mizner conducted a
free under-age kindergarten for poor children of the neighborhood
and trade schools in which boys and girls were trained to earn a
living. He also established St. Stephens-in-the-Hills, a summer
camp near Allenton, Mo,, where children of the poorer districts
are taken for summer vacations. Retreats for church women also
are conducted there.

St. Stephen's eventually became self-supporting, and in 1921
the Rev. Dr. Mizner was appointed to be its first rector. He
also served as chaplain of the Episcopal Orphans' Home and a head
of the Diocesan Board of Religious Education. He is 57 years old.

The new rector at St. Stephen's will be the Rev. Roy Rawson
now assistant.

Clipping ywm St. Louis neuispapeA, no date.. fiom the. aAchl\><u> o{,
the. Episcopal Viocz&z O{ Mi&6ouAi, Christ ChuAch Cathzdml.

. . . The Rev. Henry Watson Mizner, who for 25 years was rector of
St. Stephen's Episcopal Mission, 520 Rutger street, died today in
Paris, according to a cablegram received in St. Louis. He was 61
years old, and suffered a paralytic stroke recently. Burial will
be in Paris.

The Rev. Mr. Mizner, up to his departure from the city four
years ago, was one of the best-known clergymen of the Missouri

diocese. He was married in 1912 to Miss Margot Postlewaite,
foster-daughter of Mrs. George A. Castleman, a leader in St. Louis
society, and one of the daughters of the founder of the Rock Island
Railroad. Mr. and Mrs. Mizner had one daughter, Alice.

Before their marriage, Miss Postlewaite lived at the
Castleman residence, 2622 Lindell boulevard, now the home of Mr.
and Mrs. George C. Mackay. She made her home, after marriage, in
the surroundings of the mission, and engaged actively in settle-
ment work with her husband.

Mr. Mizner was the son of Lansing Bond Mizner, who was
Minister to Guatemala under President Harrison. An uncle was
Brigadier-General Henry R. Mizner, U.S.A., and Mr. Mizner entered
West Point and took a part of the course there before deciding to
go into the ministry.

He was rector of the Episcopal church at Palmyra, Mo., and
served on the staff of Christ Church Cathedral before he went to
St. Stephen's in 1901. At the time of his departure from St.
Stephen's in 1926, it was his plan to go abroad for a time, and
then to locate in Florida.

LetteA to The. Hlgkt Re.veAe.nd VnedoAick F. Johnion l>wm H.hl.
May 28, 1926.

I have the honor hereby to signify to you my desire to be
transferred from the Diocese of Missouri to the Diocese of South
Florida, as my residence will be hereafter in the territory of
that Diocese, and my work in Missouri ends June first of this
year.

LetteA to The. fct. Rtv. CameAon Mann $Aom The. TUght Re.veAe.nd
Y-tizdeAick F. Johnson, HovembeA. 73, 1926.

On June 1, 1926, at his request, I gave the Rev. H.W. Mizner a
Letter Dimissory to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese
of Southern Florida.

Canon 21, V (iii) provides that Letters Dimissory not presented
within six months from the date of their transmission become wholly
void.

Will you please let me know whether the Letter Dimissory in
favor of the Rev. H.W. Mizner has been presented and accepted.

LetteA to Bishop Johnson &fiom CameAon Mann, Bishop O& South
biovembeA 16, 1926.

I have not accepted the transfer of Rev. Mr. Mizner to the
Diocese of South Florida. Our rule is not to accept the transfer
of Clergy who do not come to take some definite parochial charge.


