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The Reverend Henry Mizner

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN BOCA RATON

The Episcopal church has a Long historny 4in Boca Raton, Finst
Episcopal services wene probably held in 1926 when the Rev. Henny
Mizner, Addison Miznen's ofden brothen, awnived to fake up
hesidence in his Ofd Floresta house, These senvices in "St, Mary's
Chapel," a temporary building donated by the Miznen Development
Conporation, came to an end with the bust of the south Flordida Land
boom. ALthough Addison dreamed of a great cathednal built in
memory of "Mama" Mizner, there wenre not enough Episcopalians fLeft
Ain Boca Raton to suppont even a small church. 1In 1928 the Rev.
Henry and his family moved to Parnis and with thein departure went
the hope of establishing a permanent parish in the town.

Not until 1953 did the Episcopalians of Boca Raton feel thelir
numbenrs once again fustified attempiing to estabfLish a congregation,
The even {fncheasding population of the cily from the §ifties has
meant constant growth for the church. St. Gregony's finst amall
ghoup of communicants met in several zemporary Locations, but by
1956 were able to build a chureh, This §inst church became the
parish hall when the new church, a completely contemporary
sthueture, but with gentle echoes of the Gothic tradition Ln {ts
anches, was bullt in 1966, As the cify expanded wesfward SZ.
Gregony's began services in the Chapel of St. Andrew's Schoof. 1In
fust fowr shont years the western conghegation was PLarge enough
to fonm St. Andnew's parnish. Thus foday there are two Episcopal
congregations in Boca Raton.

It might be mentioned that even though Addison Miznen's ghreat
cathednal dedicated to his mother's memony suffered the fate of 40
many boomtime plans, St. Gregomy's Chuwrch did at one time have {ts
own bishop. Uhen the Rt. Rev, A. Envine Swift netined as bishop
of Puento Rico he came to St. Gregory's as nrecton,

Material gon this issue came from the archives of the Soclely,
the schapbooks of St. Gregory's Church, and the §ifes of Howard
MeCall, Mus, P. J. Bramnen was particularly helpful in finding
sounces for this edition of The Spanish River Papers.

Donald W. Curk, Editon







