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A view of Captain T.M. Rickards' property south of the current
Palmetto Park Road bridge, This photograph, taken from the East
Coast Canal (Intracoastal Waterway), looks to the east.

T.M. RICKARDS AND THE FOUNDING OF THE JAPANESE COLONY

For the historian the joy in discovering an unknown and original
collection of documents 44 not unbike that of the deep~sea diver who
comes upon a wrecked Spanish galleon ox the museum curator who £inds
a Long Losi Rembrandt, The Boca Raton Histonical Society has necent-
Ly acquired such a collection,

As is often the case with histonical discoveries, the credit
must go to many peopfe. Mary Linehan, an earfy member of our Society
and cwnently president of the Histfonical Society of Palm Beach
County, §inst mentioned Zhat the grandson of Captain T.M. Rickards,
Boca Raton's {insxt settlen, Lived in West Palm Beach, Nothing was
heally done until Nina Siebert, of the Boca Raton engineeiing depart-
ment, took a class in real estate from T.M. Rickards, the third of
that pame, at Palm Beach Juniok Coflege. During the class, M.
Rickands used documents grom early Boca Raton histony to LLEustrate
his points, Mns, Siebert mentioned these documents to Stanford Smith
0f the preservation board, who in tuwn told Peggy McCall, our archiv-
L8, of thein existence. Mns, McCall took it from there, She con-
tacted Mr. Rickards who gave the Society a coflection of Letters,
senapbooks, newspaper clippings, and phofographs that befonged to his
ghandfather's gamily. An earlier edition of the Spanish River Papers
contained a sernies of Letterns from this collection. These, wiitten
by Captain Rickards Ln the Late nineteenth century, tofd f§iiends in
Missouni of his experiences as a Flornida pioneen.

Mrs. MeCall, who will never be satisfied until every "L" Ls
dotted and everny "A" crossed in the history of Boca Raton, asked
Mi. Richands to continue his seanrch for more materials of and about
his ghandfathen., Earliern this year his quest nesulted in the dis-
covery of additional Letterns and photographs in the attic of ithe
North Carolina home to which Captain Richands netired on Leaving
Boca Raton. Fontunately, the houde i8 sEiLL occupied by members of
the Rickands family and the current cccupants were willing that M,
Richards should have his grandfather's papens,

Thus the work of Mas. McCall and Ma, Richards has nesulted in
anothen addition to our archives, buinging funthen RBight Lo Zhe eanti-
esd histony of the city. The following Letters come from the period
when Captain Rickands acted as agent for the Flagler naifroad
dntenests £in Boca Raton, As such, he had primary responsibility







