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A view of Captain T.M. Rickards' property south of the current
Palmetto Park Road bridge. This photograph, taken from the East
Coast Canal (Intracoastal Waterway}, looks to the east.

T.M. RICKARDS AND THE FOUNDING OF THE JAPANESE COLONY

Ton. the. hlitonlan the. joy in dl&covenlng an unknown and onlginal
collzctlon o{ documznti 16 not unlikz that o{ the. dzzp-iza. diveJi who
comeA upon a mzcked Spanl&h gallzon on. the. muizum cunatoh. who filndi
a long loit Rembnandt. The. Boca. Raton Hl&toiical Society hain, e.cznt-
ly acqui/izd iuch a. collzctlon.

Ai li o^tzn the. caiz with hlitonlcal dlicoveAizi, the. cJiedit
mint go to many people., Ma/iy Linehan, an zaAly membeA oi ouh Society
and cuAAzntly piuiAznt o£ thz WX^tonJicoJL Society oi Pctfm Beach
County, l<Uu>t mzntlontd that the gtiand&on oi Captain T.M. Rltkan.d&,
Boca. Raton'i ilxt>t izttlzn., Hvzd In IfleAt VaJbn Beach. Nothing wcu
tieally dom until Ulna SleheAt, oi the. Boca. Raton e.nglne.eAlng dzpatut-
mznt, took a. C&L&A In neat z&tatz i>iom T.M. tickandi, thz tkbtd o i
that namz, at Vatm Beach Junion. CoZlzgz. Voting thz clan, tot.
Rlckandi u&zd docwnznti i/wm eahly Boca. Raton hittoKy to lZhu>tnjxte.
hli points,. Wi&. SlzbeAt mentioned theAz documznti to StanioKd Smith
oi thz pKz&eMatlon booxd, who In tuAn told Peggy UcCall, oust a/ichiv-
iit, oi theln. nxl&tzncz. Mu. UcCall took It b>tom thzxt. Shz con-
tactzd WL. Rlckandi who ga\iz thz Soclzty a collection oi Izttehjb,
ichjapbooki, neui&papzn. clippings, and photog>taph& that belonge-d to hl&
gnand{athzA'A iamily. An zanLlen. edition oi thz Spanish River Papers
contalnzd a izfilei oi letteAA ln.om tku collection. Tht&e., w/uttzn
by Captain Rickandi In thz late. nlnetzeMh czntuAy, told inlendi in.
Mi&Aouni oi hii zxpexlznczt, a4 a Flonlda plonzzt.

M/L4. McCaZl, who mill nzveA. be Aati&iled until eveAt/ "I" l&
dotted, and zvesiy "t" ctoazd In thz hl&toxy oi Boca Raton, aikzd
MM.. RlckaAdi to continuz hli ieaxch ion. mon.z matznlali oi and about
hii gKandiathzt. EanJUzn. thii yzan. hli queJ>t Kziultod in the dli-
coveJty oi additional lettzu and photogAaphi In thz attic oi thz
Nonth Catollna home, to which Captain Rlckandi nztlltzd on leaving
Boca Raton. Vontunately, thz hoaiz ii itilt occupizd by membz>u> oi
thz Rlchandi iamlly and thz cuJOiznt occupanti weAz willing that MA.
Rlckandi ihould havz hli gna.ndiathz/i'i papeKA,

Thai thz voonk oi Mnj>, McCall and Wi, Rlckandi hoi nziatted In
anothex addition to OUT ahchivzA, bnMiglng iuhtkvt tight to thz zaitli-
zit hliton.y oi thz city. Thz fallowing letteAi comz in.om thz id
whzn Captain Rlckandi acted ai agent ion thz FlagleA naJlKoad
inteAziti In Boca Raton. Ai iuch, hz had pnlmaty fiziponilbllity



ion. uta-bltikinQ the. Japanese, colony o{ Yamato. The. letteM tell
of, the. pjwblemi and i/uiitn.ationi iactd in that wonk, and oi thz uiith-
dnmMl ol a. gfwup oi young Japanese me.n ifwm the. colony. Although
inveml atUclti have. bzzn WuXtm on Vrnato and the. October 1977
Spanish River Papers gatheAe.d together mateAlali iKom *ti latex yu
thz&e. nzvsly diicoveA-zd itttzJU, axe. the. iiAit to detail thz vzn.y
oxxnJUzit month* oi tht colony.

Donald W. Cu/UL, EdiXon.

J. Sakai. to T.M. Rlckaxdi, IS JanuaAy 1904 (fj/umi New Vo/ik City)

I have received your favor of the 12th inst., and I understand
your kindly advise throughly.

Now I made whole arrangement let my men start for your place
on the comming Friday by water.

I have no slight objection how you arrange them and I will
leave their future to your kindly hands.

I am thanks you wrote me that you will furnish a small house
for them. I think it is better they will buy bedding articles down
there by your help and I told them so.

In regard to the food, I hope you will sell them from your
store, and in case they has not enough expense to pay you, I hope
you will charge to me and I will settle all accounts when I will
come over in August.

Here I am thanks again your report of the crop of last year.
J. Sakcu. to T.M. HtckaJidi, 22 Januany 1904 New Votk City)

Our two boys left here by S.S. Aparch this afternoon and they
will be there Monday or Tuesday morning.

I am feeling confident that you will aid them with your kind-
ness.

I know both of them trustworthy and obedient but they are
still young and childish in every manner as I am afraid to ask such
your help.

In case anything may happen by them, please notify to me I
have whole responsible of their acts.

J. Sakai. to T.M. TUckaAdi, 1 fzhuwcuiy 1904 (£r.om Hew Vohk City)

I am still living under dusty air of New York with dreamming
my future house in Fla.

How are you getting alone? Since I sent my boys to your place,
I have not single word yet and I am so anxious to know their con-
dition. Are they getting nicely?

As I wrote you, both boy is young and never care anything be-
side they pleased even they were honest.

I hope you will let me know your opinions about them and their
present condition. I believe the time come soon to start for
Japan for me.

Please send my best regards to your whole family.

J. Sakai to T.M. ZLckandi, S Tzbtumtiy 1904 New Vonk City)

I am always thanking your hearty aid to my colonization plan
in every way.

Refering to my two men who started here for your place, I
found I had great misjudgement their personality.

One of them wrote me last Saturday from Western part of this
country and says very poor excuse to quit their promise.

As I wired you, I appointed other young man to go down your
place next week.

This man is my relative and I can trust him entirely only I
am feeling his English knowledge is not enough still I believe he
is able to understand plain English.

Here I am thanks again your kindly preparations for my men,
and I must ask you to send me all bills which I owe you but such
unexpecting matter hold me very hard condition just now as I can
not clear all my debts completely until I will arrive to Japan.

Also I have not much reserve to furnish to my new party who
is going down, please take care him as your favor for me.

As soon as I arrive to Japan I will mail him certain amounts
for his expense also to settle your account for him and I made
promise to my friend in this city to furnish him certain amounts
in case he need sum before I mail arrive. I decided leave here
on the 15th inst. for Vancouver, B.C. and I will take boat from
there to Japan....

J. Sakai to T.M. ULckatd* [n.d.) Night Uuiage. (i/iom New Vonk City)

Do not expect their coming send other man later.

J.E. Ingiaham, 3n.d I/.P., flonlda. Ea&t Cocat Railway to T.M. RickaAdi,
II Izbiuiany 1904 (itvom St. Aaguitinz, Fla.)

I find on arrival here a letter from Mr. Sakai who says he will
send a third man to you, by name of N. Inoway, who will come very
shortly. I wrote him yesterday about what you had done for the
other two men, how you intended to take care of them and that you
would also give them employment. I expect to hear from him very
soon, but I believe that the breaking out of war between Japan and
Russia will interfere somewhat with his movements at present.

J.E. Ingnjaham to T.M. Vldtuuidi, IS Fehnmnq 1904 [inom St. Augu&tine.)

I have a letter from Mr. Sakai in which he says he will send
the third man very shortly. He is about to leave for Japan in a
short time. He went to see the Immigration officer in Washington
and had a good deal of encouragement, as to bringing his people over;
they promised to do everything they could for him. He went to the
Department with a letter from Mr. Garner, President of the Jackson-
ville Board of Trade. I am inclined to think, that owing to the war,
it is going to be a little difficult for him to carry out his plans.


