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BOCA RATON'S “OLD” FLORESTA

The settlement of fwenty-nine houses off west Palmetfo Park
Road built by ihe Miznern Development Corponation in the middle
fwenties was Boca Raton's §inst trwe subdivision. This Lssue of
the Spanish River Papers attempts fo detail the early history of
this section. Much of the material for this edition can be found
in an abstract for an 08d Flonestan house oniginally owned by Fred
Alken. This abstract is cwuently in the archives of the Boca
Raton Histonical Sociefy. '

Donald W. Cunl, Edifor

* * * * *

The section of Boca Raton officially named "Floresta,"
though more commonly called "ORd Floresia" today, was originally
part of the Large trhact of Land ghanted Zo the Florida Coast Line
Canal and Thansportation Company by the State of Florida on
Septemben 24, 1590.

Whereas by Section 4 of Chapter 3995 of the laws of Florida
approved May 29, 1889, it is made the duty of the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida and they are
hereby required to convey to the Florida Coast Line Canal and
Transportation Company from time to time as its work progresses,
3840 acres per mile, of the lands now held in reserve for the
said Company, for each section of six miles of the canals and
water ways between St. Augustine and Biscayne Bay, which shall be
found by inspection of the Engineer of the said Board to be in
conformity with the specifications prescribed in Section 3, of
said act, said lands to be the even and odd numbered sections
which 1ie nearest to the 1ine of the route of its canals and
water ways.

And Whereas the said Company has applied to the said Trustees
for deeds of conveyance to it or its assigns of the lands to which
it is now entitled for the said 17 Sections of its completed




canals and water ways: And whereas the lands hereinafter described
selected by the salesman in accordance with the resolution of the
Board of August 20, 1890, are the even and odd numbered Sections
of the lands now held in reserve for the satd Company, which 1ie
nearest to the T1ine of the route of its canals and water ways and
which were granted to the State of Florida by act of Congress of
September 28, 1850, towit: A1l of Section 19, Township 47 South
Range 43 East; (Also other lands.) containing in the aggregate
345,971.80 acres lying in the County of Dade in the State of
Florida.

On January 4, 1892, 100,000 acres which included the 634,80
acres of Section 19 was purchased by the Boston and Flonida
Attantic Coast Land Company for $100,000. The company held the
Land until June 16, 1924 when it so0fd part of it 1o the Labke
Websten Land Company. This company had been onganized by M. A,
Hontt, W. B. Pierce, and R. E. Dye fust three weehs eanlien on
May 24, 1974. The Boston and Florida Atlantic Coast Land Company
accepted a montgage for $109, 843 payable in the next three yeans,
This mortgage was satisfied on Januany 25, 1926. On November 19
1924 this Land was purchased by the Miami-Patm Beach Land Company
with the Lake Webster Land Company accepting a $310,275 martgage.

{For] Government Lot 3 and West Three-Quarters of Four,
Section 19, Township 47 South Range 43 East, {also other lands)
...to secure the payment of the principal sum of $310,275.00
evidenced by three certain promissory notes dated May 15, 1924 as
follows: Note No. 1 for $104,000.00 due on or before May 15, 1925;
Note No. 2 for $103,000.00 due on or before May 15, 1926; Note No.
3 for $103,275.00 due on or before May 15, 1927, each note with
interest from date, at the rate of 6% per annum, until paid.

A Satisfaction of Mortgage was fifed August 5, 1925,

On January 15, 1925 John A, Verhoeven, Richard J. Cooney,
Herman V. von Holst, Fred C. Alken, and Max Biedemman, in partmer-
ship, bought 255 acres from the Miami-Palm Beach Land Company
which accepted a $25,900 montgage.

Given to secure the payment of the principle sum of $25,900
evidenced by three certain promissory notes of even date herewith;
No. 1 for the sum of $5,900. due on or before November 1, 1925;
No. 2 for the sum of $10,000. due on or before November 1, 1926;
No. 3 for the sum of $10,000. due on or before November 1, 1927;
all with interest thereon at the rate of 8% per annum from date,
until fully paid. Interest payahle quarterly.

Addison Miznen entened the picture on May 4, 1925 when his
Miznen Development Conporation purchased the Land from the give
partnens who accepted a $37,849.95 mortgage.

Given to secure the payment of the principal sum of $37,850.
evidenced by 15 certain promissory notes of even date herewith,
each in the sum of $2,523,33, payable on or before 1, 2, and 3
years, 1, 2, and 3 years, 1, 2, and 3 years, 1, 2, and 3 years,
1, 2, and 3 years after date respectively, each with interest

thereon at the rate of 8% per annum from date until fully paid,
Interest payable semi-annually.

By the Spring of 1926 twenly-nine houses had been construct-
ed in the 0Ld Flonesta area by Zhe Mizner DevelLopment Conporaiion
fon its directons and principal stockholdens. AL this point the
sub-~contractons, unable to secure payment from the failing corp-
onation, began o §ife Liens. The §insz, dated May 18, 1926 was
{ited by the Mansh and Truwnman Lumber Compang don $7,406.20.
Further Liens wene filed by T. M. Lamb for $15,580.57, Selden
Cypnress Door Co. for $16,064.80, The Boys Rooging Co., Inc. for
$14,444.78, Atistic Fixture Co., Tnc. forn $1,749.00, John Kringle
fon %6,822.50, Edwand C. Hilker fon $12,084.89 (for plumbing),
Ocean City Lumber for $10,000.00, Dwight P. Robinson and Co., Inc.
for $4,000.00, and §inally, on September 17, 1926 a notice of Lis
Pendens was §iLed by von Holst, Verhoeven, Aiken, Biedenman, and
Cooney for foreclosune of the mortgage againei the Mizner Corpora-
tion.

BILL OF COMPLAINT was filed...on September 17, 1926, which seeks
the foreclosure of that certain mortgage executed by Mizner
Development Corporation to Herman V. von Holst, John A. Verhoeven,
Fred C. Aiken, Max Biederman and Richard J. Cooney, said mortgage
was filed for record May 22, 1925...to secure payment of the sum
of $37,850,00 evidenced by 15 promissory notes dated May 4, 1925,
all of said notes being in the amount of $2,523.33 each....
THEREFORE COMPLAINANTS PRAY that an account may be taken as to
what is due complainants as to principal and interest on said
mortgage and notes, and costs, charges, and expenses of this suit,
incTuding a reasonable solicitor's fee and abstract fee and costs
therein....

Judge C. E. Chillingworth handed down his §inal decree on
Manch 26, 1927.

The Court...finds from the evidence as follows: The allega-
tions of the Compiainants Bill ...are true and have been proven
as alleged; that the equities in this cause are with the complain-
ants and that they are entitled to the relief prayed for in their
bi17 of Complainant as amended.

The Court further finds from the evidence in the case, that
on May 4th, 1925, the Defendant Mizner Development Corporation,
purchased from the Complainants the land described in Complain-
ants Bill...at which time the title and fee to the same was held
by Complainants, and as part payment of the purchase price for
said land the said Mizner Development Corporation made, executed
and delivered to the Complinants its certain promissory notes in
the total amount of $37,850.00; that said notes were in series of
3, each series consisting of five notes of the sum of $2,523.33,
each note; that each of these notes bear interest at the rate of
8% per annum, interest payable semi-annually; that the first
series of said notes of 5 in the sum of $2,523,33 each, making a
total of $12,616.65 fell due April 5th, 1926, and were payable
April 4th, 1926, but that to date the said sum of money has been
unpaid by said Defendant:







