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BOCA RATON'S "OLD" FLORESTA

The. *zttlment oi twznty-ninz komeA oii wz*Z ?almztto Tank
Road buuJLt by khz \KLznen. Vzvzlopmznt CoJiponation in thz middle,
tuizntiz* wai Boca. Raton'* iiut tmxz iabdivii-ion. Tkl& i**u.z ol
the. Spanish River Papers attempt* to detail the. eanly hi&tany o\
this izction. Much oi the. material ion. thu esiLtion can be. faun
in an ab*tna.cJt {on. an Old TlofiQAta. houAe. oJUgivtally ouintd by fKz
Aikzn. Ihl* ab*tJux.tt I* auMizntly in the. ctAckivz* o{ tkz Boca
Raton HiitoHsLaaZ. Soaizty,

Donald W. Caul, EdUofi

Tkz izc^tLon OjJ Boca Raton o{{iduxULy namtd "TloAz&ta,"
though mofiz commonly calttd "Old FloJizita." today, WOA originally
ptwt o(, thz ZoAQt t/mct oi land giantzd to tkz Ylonlda Coa*t linz
Canal and T/ian&poKtatAon. Company by thz State, oi TloAida on
September. 14, 7 890.

Whereas by Section 4 of Chapter 3995 of the laws of Florida
approved May 29, 1889, i t is made the duty of the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida and they are
hereby required to convey to the Florida Coast Line Canal and
Transportation Company from time to time as i t s work progresses,
3840 acres per mile, of the lands now held in reserve for the
said Company, for each section of six miles of the canals and
water ways between St. Augustine and Biscayne Bay, which shall be
found by inspection of the Engineer of the said Board to be in
conformity with the specifications prescribed in Section 3, of
said act, said lands to be the even and odd numbered sections
which l i e nearest to the line of the route of i t s canals and
water ways.

And Whereas the said Company has applied to the said Trustees
for deeds of conveyance to i t or i t s assigns of the lands to which
i t is now entit led for the said 17 Sections of i t s completed



canals and water ways; And whereas the lands hereinafter described
selected by the salesman in accordance with the resolution of the
Board of August 20, 1890, are the even and odd numbered Sections
of the lands now held in reserve for the said Company, which l ie
nearest to the line of the route of i t s canals and water ways and
which were granted to the State of Florida by act of Congress of
September 28, 1850, towit: All of Section 19, Township 47 South,
Range 43 East; (Also other lands.) containing in the aggregate
345,971.80 acres lying in the County of Dade in the State of
Florida.

On Januate) 4, 1892, 100,000 acAea which. incltxdzd the. 634.80
acAte oi Szction 79 vxu> puJicha&zd by thz Baton and Tlonida
Atlantic Coait Land Company ion. $100,000. Thz company hzld thz
land until June 16, 1924 wkzn it bold pant oi It to tiie. Lakz
Wzbitzn. Land Company. Thi& company had bzzn on.ganlzzd by M. A.
Hontt, W. B. Vlzn.cz, and R. E. Pi/e juAt thtizz wzzkb zattizn. on
May 24, 1924. Thz Boiton and Tlonida Atlantic Coait Land Company
acczptzd a montgagz ion. $109,843 payablz -in thz nzxt thnzz yzau,
TlvU montgagz wai 6atL&iizd on Janwwy 25, 1926. On Movzmbzn. 19*
7 924 thii land uxu pu/ichaAzd by thz Miami-Palm Bzach Land Company
with thz Lakz Wzbitzn. Land Company acczptlng a $310,275 mantgagz.

[For] Government Lot 3 and West Three-Quarters of Four,
Section 19, Township 47 South Range 43 East, (also other lands)
. . . t o secure the payment of the principal sum of $310,275.00
evidenced by three certain promissory notes dated May 15, 1924 as
follows: Note No. 1 for $104,000.00 due on or before May 15, 1925;
Note No. 2 for $103,000.00 due on or before May 15, 1926; Note No.
3 for $103,275.00 due on or before May 15, 1927, each note with
interest from date, at the rate of 6% per annum, until paid.

A Satliiactlan o-i Montgagz iMi iitzd August 5, 7925.
On Januafuy 75, 7925 John A. Vzn.hozvzn, Zlcha/id J. Coonzy,

Hznman \l. von HolAt, F/ied C. klkzn, and Max Bizdznman, in pantnzK-
ihip, bought 255 acneA in.am thz Miami-Valm Bzach Land Company
which acc&ptzd a $25,900 montgagz.

Given to secure the payment of the principle sum of $25,900
evidenced by three certain promissory notes of even date herewith;
No. 1 for the sum of $5,900. due on or before November 1, 1925;
No. 2 for the sum of $10,000. due on or before November 1, 1926;
No. 3 for the sum of $10,000. due on or before November 1, 1927;
all with Interest thereon at the rate of 8% per annum from date,
until fully paid. Interest payable quarterly.

Addldon Miznzh. &ntzn.zd thz pictuAz on May 4, 7925 wfien ku
\KLznzn. Vz\>eJLopme.nt Cofiponation puncha&zd thz land £nom thz iivz
pantnzM who accvptzd a $37,849.95 montgagz.

Given to secure the payment of the principal sum of $37,850.
evidenced by 15 certain promissory notes of even date herewith,
each in the sum of $2,523.33, payable on or before 1, 2, and 3
years, 1, 2, and 3 years, 1, 2, and 3 years, 1, 2, and 3 years,
1, 2, and 3 years after date respectively, each with interest

thereon at the rate of 8% per annum from date until fully paid,
Interest payable semi-annually.

By thz Spring o£ 7926 tioznty-ninz houAzi had bzzn con&tAuct-
zd in thz Old Flon.zita anza by thz Miznzn. Vzvzlopmznt CoKponatian
ion. iXi dine-cton* and pKmdpal itockholdzM. At thu>_ point thz
Aub-conMactoAA, anablz to izcunz paymznt Imam thz Raiting conp-
onation, bzgan to iilz lizni. Thz &iKt>t, datzd May 18, 7 926 uxu
iilzd by thz MaA&h and Tmman Lmbzn. Company fan. $7,406.20.
FuAtheA. tizni weAc iilzd by T. M. Lamb &on. $15,580.57, Szldzn
Cypn.zii Voon Co. ion. $16,064.80, Thz Boy* Rooiing Co., Inc. ion.
$14,444.78, AnXlitic fixtuKZ Co., Inc. ion. $1,749.00, John Knlnglz
\on $6,822.50, Edimnd C. Hilkzn. ion. $12,084.89 [ion. plumbing),
Oczan City Lmbzn. ion $10,000.00, tXoight ?. V.obim,on and Co., Inc.
iofi $4,000.00, and iinally, on Szptzmbzn. 77, 79Z6 a notA.cz oi Lis
Pendens urn iilzd by von tiol&t, Vznhozvzn, Aikzn, Bizdzman, and
Coonzy &on. ion&cloiun.z oi thz montgagz againit thz MiznoA. Conpona-
tion.

BILL OF COMPLAINT was filed...on September 17, 1926, which seeks
the foreclosure of that certain mortgage executed by Mizner
Development Corporation to Herman V. von Hoist, John A. Verhoeven,
Fred C. Aiken, Max Biederman and Richard J. Cooney, said mortgage
was filed for record May 22, 1925...to secure payment of the sum
of $37,850,00 evidenced by 15 promissory notes dated May 4, 1925,
all of said notes being 1n the amount of $2,523.33 each.. . .
THEREFORE COMPLAINANTS PRAY that an accoant may be taken as to
what is due complainants as to principal and interest on said
mortgage and notes, and costs, charges, and expenses of this suit ,
including a reasonable solicitor 's fee and abstract fee and costs
therein.. . .

Judge C. E. Chillingwonth handzd down hit, iiwxl dzcKZZ on
Manch 26, 1927.

The Court...finds from the evidence as follows: The allega-
tions of the Complainants Bill . . .are true and have been proven
as alleged; that the equities in this cause are with the complain-
ants and that they are entitled to the relief prayed for in their
bill of Complainant as amended.

The Court further finds from the evidence in the case, that
on May 4th, 1925, the Defendant Mizner Development Corporation,
purchased from the Complainants the land described in Complain-
ants Bi l l . . .a t which time the t i t l e and fee to the same was held
by Complainants, and as part payment of the purchase price for
said land the said Mizner Development Corporation made, executed
and delivered to the Complinants i ts certain promissory notes in
the total amount of $37,850.00; that said notes were in series of
3, each series consisting of five notes of the sum of $2,523.33,
each note; that each of these notes bear interest at the rate of
8t per annum, interest payable semi-annually; that the f i rs t
series of said notes of 5 in the sum of $2,523.33 each, making a
total of $12,616.65 fell due April 5th, 1926, and were payable
April 4th, 1926, but that to date the said sum of money has been
unpaid by said Defendant:



The Court further finds from the evidence that on November 4th,
1926, there was accrued interest due Complainants on said indebt-
edness 1n the sum of $3,028.00, which to date remains unpaid.
The Court further finds from the evidence that the State and
County Taxes on said property for 1925 and 1926 have not been
paid by said Defendant, Mizner Development Corporation....

The Court further finds from the evidence that the Defendant,
Mizner Development Corporation is justly and truly indebted to the
Complainants upon the promissory notes and mortgage that were in-
troduced 1n evidence in this cause, and described and referred to
1n the Complainants Bill of Complaint.. .in the principal sum of
$37,850.00 together with the further sum of $3,196.22, as accrued
interest thereon from the 4th day of March, 1926 to the date of
this decree, or a total of $41,046.22 together with the further
sum of $1,561.82 for State and County taxes and assessments for
the years 1925 and 1926, accrued and unpaid by said Defendant,
and that the Defendant, Mizner Development Corporation, is further
Indebted to the Complainants by reason of said notes and mortgages
and the foreclosure of this mortgage in the sum of $3,500.00 as
for their solicitors fee, and which amount is found and decreed by
the Court to be a reasonable solicitors fee to be allowed Complain-
ants herein with which to compensate their solicitors for their
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888 Oleander Street, Old Floresta (1965 photograph by Jeff Turnau)
This house was built for Addison Mizner's brother Henry, an
Episcopal priest. It is mentioned in Boca Raton's first newspaper,
Tkz Boca. Raton Rdcohd on March 1, 1927: "The Rev. Henry Mizner has
constructed a new sidewalk in front of his house and has also
planted a number of rare tropical plants and trees....The Rev. Mr.
Mizner has given a real Old World appearance to his property by
placing antique busts and urns." When von Hoist took over this
house it was named "Oleander."

services herein, and that to secure the payment of said sum of
money the Complainants have and hold under said mortgage a mort-
gage Hen upon the land described in said Bill of Complaint as
amended, and hereinafter described, superior in dignity and effect
to all the right, title and Interest of all of the Defendants in
this cause, and are entitled to enforce the same and have said
mortgage lien foreclosed for the purpose of paying, satisfying
and discharging the several sums of money so due and owing the
Complainants by said Defendant....

The Count al&o avoaAded T. M. Lamb $15,580.57 ion. itionh, labon.
and &eA.vice/>, MaA&h and Viuman LumbeJt Company $5,722.66 ion. lumbeA.
and matzAial and $570.00 ion. &olLcitonj> ie.e&, The. Boyi Rooming
Company $3,069.42 ioA labon. and mateAial& and $300.00 ion. iolldt-
OKi> ijeei, John KAingel $6,882.50 ion. labon. and $650.00 ion.
lidti ie.eJ>, and. Ocean City Lmben. Company $10,000.00 ion.

and $1,000,00 ion. iolidtoHA izeA.
i the. iinal de.cA.zz in Herman V. von Hoist, et. al. vs.

Mizner Development Corporation, et. al. wa& handed-dom. the. Hixml-
VaZm Beach Land Company ilted a lien to collect: the. unpcud
balance, oi the. montgagz It had given the. iive. pantneAA. Tkli
amounted to $22,141.81 and included inteAe&t. Once, again the.
count iound ion. the. complainant and ondeAzd a public &ale..

IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court
that the Defendant, Mizner Development Corporation, upon the entry
of this decree, pay over to the Complainants the said several sums
of money to-w1t: the total sum of Forty Thousand, Three Hundred
Seventy-three and 66/100 ($40,373.66), together with the solicitors
fee for Complainants and their costs of this suit; that it also pay
Marsh and Truman Lumber Company, John Kringel, Ocean City Lumber
Company, T. M. Lamb and Boys Roofing Company, the amounts herein
found due said defendants respectively, together with their
solicitors fees-and court costs, and that in default thereof, the
land described in the Bill of Complaint as amended herein, to-wit:
the land situate, lying and being in Palm Beach County, Florida,
and described as;

NWV of SwY, W% of SW%; \H of £h of SW% of SVftj; (and other
lands) Section 19, Township 47 South, Range 43 East con-
taining 255 acres, more or less;

be advertised for sale and sold by the Special Master in Chancery
herein, appointed, to make said sale, at the front door of the
Court House in Palm Beach County, on a legal sales day and during
the legal hours of sale on such day, to the highest and best bid-
der therefore for cash, at public outcry, for the purpose of pay-
ing and satisfying the amount of money hereinbefore found to be
due the Complainants.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that John Ziegler, Esq., an Attorney
at Law, residing in the City of West Palm Beach, Florida, and
practicing before this Court, be, and he 1s hereby appointed
Special Master herein, and as such, is hereby ordered and direct-
ed to make and conduct the sale of such property as herein pro-
vided and that upon the making of said sale, said Special
Master shall collect and receive the sum paid for said property
at said sale and make written report thereof...that said Special
Master do, out of the sum paid for said property;


