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" “"The “city” is growing at the rate of one family a year - hardly that. Boca Raton
has been a flag station on the R.R. for 28 years and is a flag station yet.”

Frank H. Chesebro to Judge Chillingworth, 1924

A report to the membership of

Boca Raton Historical Society, Inc.
P. O. Box 1113, Boca Raton, Florida 33432

from Mrs. Russell W. Fisher, Mrs, Dorn Lee Redd, Mrs. Charles Vicinus
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g ~ FRANK H. CHESEBRO
1850 - 1936

i His Florida Years - Part One
1889 - 1926

i One of the earliest permanent residents in Boca Raton was Frank H. Chesebro.
! He settled in this area, went right to work cementing new friendships and business
relations, and took an active role in shaping the community that we are familiar
with today. He kept a meticulous daily farm diary from the date of his arrival

until close to the day of his death. His son Harry was a prodigious photographer.
Combining these two rich sources we have a relatively complete portrait of one

| of Boca.Raton’s most significant founders.

Through the good efforts of Miss Helen Howard of Boca Raton, Esther ;
Chesebro Bell of West Palm Beach and Ethyl Chesebro of Glens Falls New York, ’
the Boca Raton Historical Society has acquired the *“Chesebro collection’ from
which the following profile is drawn.
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Eulogy written by Mr. Chesebro’s sister, Libby C. Evarts,
and delivered at his funeral

Frank Howard Chesebro was born in Albany County, N.Y. Dec. 10, 1850.
His ancestors came from England in 1630, settling in Stonington, Conn., where
there stands today a monument erected to the memory of the first four pioneers
of that town. :

Mr. Chesebro’s great grandfather, Elijah Chesebro I, was in the Revolutionary
War. His son Elijah Chesebro |l was in the War of 1812.

in 1857, Mr. Chesebro came with his family to Grand Rapids, Mich. the
last part of the trip from Kalamazoo being made by Stagecoach. His father’s two
brothers were teachers in the Grand Rapids high school, one being principal. In
that vicinity and in the district he received his early education to which he con-
stantly added by extensive study and reading, acquiring wide knowledge of many
subjects, his chief hobby being plants of all kinds. )

In 1874, he went to Scuth Haven, Mich. and worked for some time in a
nursery, where he distinguished himself by his industry, honesty, and mastery of
the business. He was entrusted with large responsibilities by the officials who
placed all confidence in him. After the nursery business was given up, he engaged
in fruit raising, peaches and apples principally, in which he built up an enviable
reputation.

In 1898 and 1899, Mr. and Mrs. Chesebro with friends, first came to
Florida, making the entire trip to Key West and back to New Smyrna in a small’
two-masted sailing vessel. In 1903, Mr. Chesebro made a second trip, in a sail
boat, going as far as Miami. He then bought 100 acres of fand from Capt. Rickard,
and moved his family down here in Dec. 1903. The growing of pineapples was
his chief occupation until competition with Cuba ruined the pineapple industry
in Florida. He has engaged in truck farming from then until the present time.

Frank H. Chesebro

Mrs. Esther C. Bell, daughter of Frank H. Chesebro,
writing to provide information regarding her family

‘Frank H. Chesebro’s home was situated a few rods from the east shore of
Lake Michigan where us four children - Allen, Harry, Ruth and | were raised. It
was a beautiful place, but cold and damp. So Father decided to try Florida to get
away from the cold winters in their declining years.

After he sold a piece of land in Mich., and after his father had passed away,
he decided to take the plunge and came down in the winter of 1902 - 03 to look
around with a view to buying a home and get away from the cold Mich. winters.

He was a fruit grower and a nurseryman and he decided he would like to
raise pineapples. But we had to have something coming in to live on in the mean-
time, so he started raising vegetables, He bought the pine scrub land that winter
and he and a carpenter built the house and we moved down in Dec. 1903.

Pineapple patch and shacks at Chesebro land
near the canal (the Intracoastal)




Handwritten history by Frank Chesebro,
mid 1930°s

BOCA RATON THIRTY YEARS AGO

When | came to Florida over 30 years ago there was no rock road from
Delray to Ft. Lauderdale all sand roads and in some places no road at all.

Within a year or two the County Commissioners began to fill the gap with
rock pit at Qjus beginning at Ft. Lauderdale. This was all Dade Co. then from
Florida City (then known as Detroit) to Stuart or the St. Lucie River. Everyday
8 cars would be loaded at the pit by convict labor,

After the morning train had gone north an engine would bring the 8 cars of
rock to the end of the road and space the cars 150 feet apart. Then the cars
would be unloaded by hand, two men to each car. One man in the car to fill a
box hung on the outside of the car, and another man with a wheel-barrow to
wheel the rock to the road just outside the right-of-way where other men leveled
it. There was always a race to see who would get unloaded soonest. All were
usually unioaded by 2 or 3 o’clock.

The rock when dumped on the road was never roiled - that was done by
wagons. No autos here then, Harses and mules of course had to be shod and
blacksmiths had plenty to do. Some farmers would get a set of farmers tools and
do their own shoeing. Bicycles came in handy about that time.

There were only half a dozen families here then and some of them were
Several miles apart. Capt. Rickards was station agent and also land agent for the
railroad and canal companies. He also had a littie store in which was the post-
office. Others who had families Fere then were Geo. A. Long, B. A. Combs,

W. L. Sistrunk, A. Braley and a Mr. Blanton. Most everyone had a few pineapples
in those days as did a number of non-residents. Capt. Rickards had 2 or 3 acres
on what he called ““Hurricane Hill” and a wooden tram road to haul them on to
his packing house about where B. B. Raulerson lives now.® The Capt. also had
a fine grove on “Sunset Hill,""**

There was a road from the Depot to the canal but no bridge. Crossing the
canal in a boat there was only a path through the scrub to the ocean - half a mile.
About the year 1902 or 1903 the body of a young woman was found floating in
the ocean east of Boca Raton. They never could find out who she was, and they
buried her on top of the bank a few rods south of the present pavillion. Boca
Raton has its Unknown Grave. There are or were four Indian mounds in the
vicinity of Boca Raton. One is so big it has never been opened up to see what is
in it. The fourth one was only discovered last year, There was an immense shell
mound near Lake Wyman {through which runs the East Coast canal) from which
hundreds of loads of shell have been taken for road purposes. Each load contain-
ing the remnants of thousands of meals of fish and oysters.

Tomatoes was the principal vegetable crop in thase days and tomatoes
were always planted with a handful of compost to each plant. Consequently
compost was in demand and was shipped by the carload from livery stables as far
north as St. Augustine and Jacksonville. Livery stables have now gone the way of

the hitching posts which every merchant in those days was supposed to have in
front of his store. No hitching post no trade.

One time a car of compost came to Boca Raton consigned to four individ-
uals. The problem was how to divide it. One of the consignees suggested that all
four of them get in the car together and each have all he could throw out. Capt.
Rickards remarked he would like to be there and see them come in on the home
stretch. Pineapple land used to be cleared by hand. Grubbed generally by the
“task”. A “task’’ was 45 foot square 21 to the acre.

In 1904 a colony of Japanese came to Boca Raton led by an educated
Japanese named Joseph Saki. Dissension and dissatisfaction broke up the colony
in a very few years, and only one is here now of the original twenty three.

The first school was taught in 1908 in a packing house. We had applied to
the County School Board to build us a school house. They were hard up as usual
same as they are now. They told us we could build the schoo! house and they
would furnish a teacher. Guess they thought that would put a quietus on us for
a while. But we did and they did. A big feather in our cap and one which we will
always wear with pride was getting Laurence M. Gould to come from Michigan i
where he had just graduated from High School and teach our school in 1914-15-16. t
Now he is in one of the front ranks of “Who's Who'’ in America.” :

Our grocery bills in those early days used to be considerably reduced by i
the sea turtles that used to come up out of the ocean in the night in May and |
June and dig a hole in the sand on the beach and lay from 100 to 150 eggs. Then '
the turtle would fill up the hole with sand and pack it down and mess things up
in the vicinity so as to divert attention from the real nest and then go back in the
ocean and pay no more attention to her progeny. When the little turties hatched *
they had to dig their way out through two feet of packed sand, find their way into j
the ocean and seek their own living. Whether they ever find ““Ma’’ is extremely
doubtful. The eggs are round not quite as large as a hen’s egg and no shell just
tough skin. They won’t boil hard so are generally made into omelets, A chalky
white spot appears on one side of the egg after a few days, and the bigger the spot
the more ancient the egg. The freshest eggs | ever found were over 100 that |
pulled out from under a turtle one night fast as she laid them. That operation
finished, she filled the hole, beat down the sand and went back into the ocean in
blissful ignorance of my presence.

* The house still stand at 139 W. Palmetto Park Road.
** Where entrahce to Camino Gardens now stands.

* Gould, Lawrence McKinley, educator; born Lacota, Michigan, August 22, 1896;

son of Herbert and Anna {Updike) G.; B.S. magna cum laude, U. Michigan, 1921, .
M.A., 1923, Sc. D., 1925.

.. Asst. director, geologist U. Michigan Greenland Expedition, 1926, Asst. Dir-

ector and geographer Putnam Baffin Island Expedition, 1927, 2nd in command

and geologist-geographer Byrd Antarctic Expedition, 1928-1930.

... In ambulance service, U.S. Army, 1917-19, with ltalian Army, summer, 1918.

... Author: Cold - the Record of an Antarctic Sledge Journey, 1931, also papers

on geology Baffin Island and Antartica, and pleistocene geology of upper Missis-

sippi Valley.

Who's Who in America,
Marquis Who's Who Inc.
38th Edition 1974 - 1975 Vol. 1







