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CLARENCE GEIST AND BOCA RATON
Over the years any number of stories have been

told about Clarence H. Geist and his Boca Raton Club.
In general they paint a picture of a loud, vulgar,
and impolite man who treated servants, staff, and
club members with equal contempt and ran the club as
a medieval fiefdom. Nonetheless? family members,
friendsr and others tell a very different story.
While it is true that he had little formal education;
leaving his Indiana farm home as a very young man to
find his fortune in the west, and like many other
self-made mem tended to have great self-confidence
and as such to be rather domineering, he was also
polite? considerate, and kind as an individual.

In searching for the source of the legends of
the "Crude Geist" all evidence seems to point to the
work of Theodore Pratt. Pratt wrote several articles
for national magazines in the 1950s and also
published the little booklet entitled The Story of
Boca Baton. Pratt Bays that local legend claims that
Geist applied for membership in Paris Singer's
exclusive Everglades Club and was turned down because
of his uncouth manners. Furious at being
blackballed' Geist resolved to build his own club
that would be so exclusive that "members of the
Everglades Club would be excluded. It would also be
so magnificent that the Evergladers would look like a
tarpaper shack.community." Pratt then goes on to say
that only the "spirit" of this legend is true. That
in reality, "his name was never submitted for
membership in the Everglades Club, probably because
what would happen was obvious and no one cared to be
embarrassed." Pratt also says that Geist bought the
Boca Raton Club to both have a place where he could
be "czar" and also because he regarded it as a good
business proposition.

Theodore Pratt wrote his Boca Raton works just
at the time that Alva Johnson was writing on Addison
Mizner and his brother Wilson. Johnson's work first
appeared in The Hew Yorker and then was published by



Farrar/ Straus & Young in 1953 as 7he Legendary
Misners. Pratt published The Story of Boca Raton
that same year. Both authors allowed their need to
tell a good story to play havoc with the truth.
While both did much research* when they believed the
facts interfered with an interesting tale* the facts
suffered.

In the case of Geist's blackballing by the
membership of the Everglades Club* it never happened.
In this period Paris Singer owned the club. While he
had a socially prominent and well-to-do board of
governors that he consulted on membership and other
rules for the club/ he ultimately decided who would
be approved for membership. Clarence Geist was one
of Singer's friends. He was also a member of the
Everglades Club. In fact? Geist was both a member of
the club and also built his own Palm Beach house on
the club grounds. Singer had opened a street
overlooking the golf course which ran from the club
house to South County Road. He sold lots on the
street—today's Golf View Road—to members who
wished the privacy that living on the club grounds
gave them. Marion Sims Wyeth designed the large/
towered Mediterranean villa which Geist built on the
first lot on the north side of Golf View Road/ just
east of the club house.
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Although there is no real evidence that Geist
was overly cruder in the Palm Beach of the 1920s
crudity was no bar to social acceptance. Moreover/
when the Bath and Tennis Club/ the second of the
exclusive Palm Beach social clubs/ opened in 1927
Clarence Geist also became a member. He did not give
up his memberships in the Palm Beach clubs when he
moved to Boca Raton.

The following entry can be found in The Social Index-
Directory of Palm Beach for 1927:

GEIST—MR. AND MRS. CLARENCE HENRY (Florence Hewitt).
"La Claridad/" Golf View Road/ Palm Beach.
Permanent Address "Launfal/" Villa Nova/ Pa.
(arriving Jan 1st)
Clubs—Everglades/ Country Club/ Union League*

Hunting Don Valley/ Bath and Tennis.
Adults—Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Sheaffer/ (Eloise

Geist)/ Bradley L. Geist.
Juniors—Misses Elizabeth and Mary Golden Geist.



SECOND FLOOR PLAN

From the Pa l s Beach Pos t , 4 Apr i l 1925:

MRS. CLARENCE GEIST ENTERTAINS
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence H. Geist gave one of the

most charming and beautifully appointed dinners of
the season last evening at their home on Golfview

road.
This house which occupies a commanding

position at the corner where Golfview road turns on
its way to the sea, is said to be one of the most
beautifully furnished of the period houses in Palm
Beach and Mr. Geist had a respresentative scouring
Spain all last summer for beautiful things to place
in it. With its interesting architecture and
beautiful interior arrangement, it is an ideal
setting for entertaining such as that which Mr. and
Mrs. Geist have begun to do since their arrival in
the colony this winter.

Mr. Geist is owner of the very exclusive Sea
View Club near Atlantic City, New Jersey, which he
has built up as a lasting monument to good golf and
to provide a charming home for a residence for
those interested in golf and their friends. This
exclusive club occupies an important place in the
social life of the resort and many of the Palm
Beach colony are regular visitors at the Sea View
Golf Club.

Last evening Mr. and Mrs. Geist had 20 guests
which included Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Love, Dr.
and Mrs. Edmund L. Dow, Mr. and Mrs. Frank V.
Skiff, Mr. and Mrs. George H. Nicolai, Mr. and Mrs.
W. R. Sweatt, Mr. and Mrs. J. Ledly Hees, Mr. and
Mrs. Phillip Corbin, Mr. and Mrs. John Demarest,
Mr. and Mrs. George A Dobyne, Mr. H. Caryl Haskins
and Mrs. Lothrop Randolph.
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RESIDENCE FOR MR. CLARENCE H. GEIST, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA
MARION SIMS WYETH, ARCHITECT
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C. H. Geist and Edward Hopkinson, Jr., Elected
Members of U. G. L Board

Mr. Hopkinson Also Becomes a Member o/ Company's Executive Committee

cI.ARENCK
H. GEIST
a n d Ecl-

C.H. GEIST

ward Hopkinson.
jr., were elected
directors of The
I'nited Gas Im-
provement Com-
pany on June 25,
following i h e
Board's action in-
creasing its num-
ber from four-
teen to sixteen
members. T h e
Company's EN-
ecutive Committee also was increased from
nine to ten members and Mr. Hopkinscm
was elected the additional member.

Mr. Geist was born and raised on a farm in
LaPorte County, Indiana. When 18 years
of agt he left Indiana for the far West,
spending five years in the saddle dealing in
live stock, principally horses. He then re-
turned to Chicago because, he says, "No one
in the West, at that time, had any money,
and I discovered the fact that I could not
make money where there wasn't any."

After spending a year on the Rock Island

Riulroad, he en-
gaged in the real
estate business,
in which he bad u
brief but proliia-
ble career, -lie
then entered the
public u t i l i t y
field, with which
hi* has been iden-
tified prominently
ever since, having
operated electric,
gus and w a t u r
properties serving
more than live

hundred municipalities, large and small,
Mr. Geist enjoys a large acquaintance

throughout the country. His greatest pleas-
ure, he says, is the operation of public utili-
ties. He is an enthusiastic goHer, having
built two of the finest country clubs in the
world, one near Atlantic City and the other
at Boca Raton, Florida. He has been a resi-
dent of Philadelphia for many years and lit
present lives at Villa Nova, I'a,

Mr. Hopkinson is a partner of Drexel &
Company and j . P. Morgan & Company and
was recently elected a director of United Cor-



poration. He was born in Philadelphia and
received his education in William Penn Char-
ter School and the I'niversity of Pennsyl-
vania, from which he was graduated with a
degree nf Bachelor of Arts in 1907 and from
its law school in 191 (I. He was admitted to
ihe Hiir of Philadelphia in 1010, and became a
member of the law lirm of Dixnn, Beitler and
MrCouch, where he continued until July.
\<)27, when he became a partner of Drexel &•
Company.

Mr. Hnpkinson is a partner of Morgan.
Cirenfell X Co.. London, and Morgan & Cie,
Paris, a member of the board of managers of
the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, a di-
rector of the C.ermantnwn Trust Company,
Frankford & Southwark Philadelphia City
Passenger Railroad Company, Keystone
Watch ( ase Company, and Pennsylvania Fire
Insurance Company; a member of the board
of trustees of the University of Pennsylvania
and chairman of its board on the Law School,
a governor of the Investment Bankers Asso-
ciation nf America and chairman of its Eastern
Pennsylvania group. He is also chairman of
ihe State and Local Taxation Committee of
the Investment Bankers Association of Amer-
ica, and president of the Bond Club of
Philadelphia.

Another All'Electric Apartment
Opened in Wilmington

W II-M IN'GTOX, DHL., which receives its
electrical service from the Delaware

Power and Light Company, has a number of
complete electrically-equipped apartment
buildings. The newest addition to this num-
ber is the ultra-modern building constructed
al 1212 Delaware Avenue.

We feel that the occupants of these modern
buildings are fortunate, as in an electrically-
t*t|uipped apartment they enjoy the comforts
iind conveniences that only that service can
give.

The kitchens in these new apartments in-
clude electric ranges, electric refrigerators,
electric diVh washers and dryers, which meet
the needs for a simple breakfast or a formal
dinner. The ranges installed are of the latest

Another all-elertric ;i|>,irtnu>m building recently was
completed and adiled tu tht* lines of the Delaware
Power and Light Company, WilmingUin. Del. The
apartments in this huiltlinn offer the utmost in

"electric houst'kcvjiinK"

design in gray and -white enamel, are full
automatic control and are equipped with
cabinet bases for storage purposes. The
ranges, incidentallyt were purchased from the
Delaware Power and Light Company.

Interior and exterior lighting is adequate
with convenient electric outlets for the use nf
appliances at every hand.

Electricity also operates the roomy ele-
vators with speed and safety, while powerful
electric blowers, with automatic controls, on
the heating and water heating boilers, insure
an abundance nf heat and constant hot water.

The cost of the electricity used by the occu-
pants, as they enjoy its convenience, is in-
cluded in the rental charge. The practice of
thus supplying the electric service to operate
the numerous appliances conforms to the
most advanced method of apartment house
operation and is being adopted in Wilming-
ton's new apartments. This practice gives
the occupants new ideas in the greater use of
electric service. We feel confident that fu-
ture apartment buildings to be constructed in
Wilmington will operate in a manner similar
to the modern electric apartments which have
been recently constructed.—L. R. Leslie.

In traffic, don't LOSE your head, USE It.

Page 2 U. G. I. Circle

Clarence Geist had been an original investor in
the Mizner Development Corporation. With the failure
of the developmentr Geist stepped in and purchased
the Boca Raton property. The first serious problem
for the development came with the filing of a suit by
Harry and Ethel Chesebro attempting to recover the
land they had sold to Mizner. When the courts offi-
cially declared the corporation in bankruptcy,
Geist1s agent and attorney/ Jerome D. Gedney, bid
$5,000 for the property, agreeing to assume the ten
to fifteen million in outstanding debts. The referee
in bankruptcy decided that the property was worth
more and refused to accept the bid. In a second
round of bidding, Geist himself agreed to pay $71,500
for the property. This bid was accepted and the old
Cloister Inn became the property of the Philadelphia
utilities magnate. As can be seen from the following
articles, Geist completely disassociated himself from
any connection with the Mizner Development Corpora-
tion and immediately began to remodel and add on to
the old hotel, creating the new and exclusive Boca
Raton Club.

* * * *

From the Pala Beach Post, 23 April 1927s

RITZ-CARLTON SALE IS SOUGHT IK SUIT
Harry M. Chesebro and Wife Sue Mizner Company on

Boca Raton Hotel
Sale of the Ritz-Carlton Cloister and 32 acres

of land at Boca Raton is sought in a bill filed in
circuit court by Harry M. Chesebro and wife.

The bill, which names the Mizner Development
corporation as principal defendant, avers that on May
25, 1925, the defendant corporation entered into a
contract with the complainants in which the complain-
ants agreed to sell the 32 acres of land, on which
the Cloister is now located, to the concern, payments
to be made in installments.

The bill claims that the defendant corporation
has not complied with the contract and is now in
arrears with principal and interest. It is claimed
that the balance of more than $75,000 is due the
complainants.

The complainants seek to have a lien declared on
the property and the property sold to satisfy the
balance claimed due, together with interest and
attorney's fees.

More than a score of other concerns and individ-
uals are named as defendants in the bill as holders
of claims against the property. The bill asks that a
first lien be declared in favor of the complainants,
superior to the claim or interest of any of the other
defendants.

W.E. Roebuck is attorney for the complainants.


