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CLARENCE GEIST AND BOCA RATON

Over the years any number of stories have been
told about Clarence H. Geist and his Boca Raton Club.
In general they paint a picture of a loud. wulgar:
and impolite man wvho treated servants. staff, and
club members with equal contempt and ran the club as
a medieval fiefdom. Nonetheless: family members:
friends, and others tell a very different story.
While it is true that he had little formal education:
leaving his Indiana farm home as a very young man to
find his fortune in the west: and like many other
self-made menr tended to have great self-confidence
and as such to be rather domineering, he was also
politer considerate, and kind as an individual.

In searching for the source of the legends of
the "Crude Geist" all evidence seems to point to the
work of Theodore Pratt. Pratt wrote several articles
for national magazines in the 19508 and also
published the 1little booklet entitled The Story of
Boca Raton. Pratt says that local legend claims that
Geist applied for membership in Paris Singer's
excluslve Everglades Club and was turned down because
of his uncouth manners. Purious at being
blackballeds Geist resolved to build his own club
that would be B0 exclusive that "members of the
Everglades Club would be excluded. It would also be
so magnificent that the Evergladers would look like a
tarpaper shack.community.” Pratt then goes on to say
that only the "spirit™ of this legend is true. That
in reality, "his name was never submitted for
membership in the Everglades Club, probably because
what would happen was obvious and no one cared to be
embarrassed." Pratt also says that Geist bought the
Boca Raton Club to both have a place where he could
be "czar" and also because he regarded it as a good
business proposition.

Theodore Pratt wrote his Boca Raton works just
at the time that Alva Johnson was writing on Addison
Mizner and his brother Wilson. Johnson's work first
appeared in The New Yorker and then was published by




Farrar, Straus & Young in 1953 ag %
Mizners. Pratt published 7The Btory oggﬂg:gegg:ry
that same year. Both authors allowed their heed g"
tell a good story to pPlay havoc with the truth°
?hiée ?o:h gid guc? §esearch: when they believed thé
actg interfered wit
facts int an interesting tale, the factg
In the case of Geist's blackballi
membership of the Everglades Club, it neve;1%a§g;n§ge
In this period Paris Singer owned the club. While h.
had a socially prominent and well-to-do boargd og
governors that he consulted on membership and othe
rules for the clubs he ultimately decided who woulg
be approved for membership. Clarence Geist was o
of Singer's friends. He was also a member of tge
Everglades Club., In fact: Geist was both a member og
the club and also built his own Palm Beach house on
the clup grounds. Singer had opened a street
overlooking the golf course which ran from the club
house to South County Road. He sold lots on th
street--today's Golf View Road--to members whg
wished the privacy that living on the club grounds
gave them. Marion Sims Wyeth designed the large,
towered Mediterranean villa which Geist buiilt on the
first lot on the north side of Golf View Road, just

Although there is no real evidence that Geist
was overly crudes in the Palm Beach of the 1920s
crudity was no bar to social acceptance. Moreover:
when the Bath and Tennis Club: the second of the
exclusive Palm Beach social clubs: opened in 1927
Clarence Geist also became a member. He did not give
up his memberships in the Palm Beach clubs when he

moved to Boca Raton.

The following entry can be found in The Social Index—
Directory of Palm Beach for 1927:

GEIST--MR. AND MRS. CLARENCE HENRY (Florence Hewitt).
"La Claridad:" Golf View Roadr Palm Beach.
Permanent Address “"Launfal," Villa Nova, Pa.
(arriving Jan 1lst)

Clubs--Everglades, Country Club, Union League.
Hunting Don Valley, Bath and Tennis.

Adults--Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Sheaffer, (Eloise
Geist), Bradley L. Geist.

Juniors—-Misses Elizabeth and Mary Golden Geist.
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RESIDENCE FOR MR. CLARENCE H. GEIST, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

MARION SIMS WYETH, ARCHITECT

From the Palm Beach Post, 4 April 1925;

MRS. CLARENCE GEIST ENTERTAINS

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence H. Geist gave one of the
most charming and beautifully appointed dinners of
the season last evening at their home on Golfview
road.

This house which occupies a commanding
position at the corner where Golfview road turns on
its way to the sea, is said to be one of the most
peautifully furnished of the period houses in Palm
Beach and Mr. Geist had a respresentative scouring
Spain all last summer for beautiful things to place
in it. With its interesting architecture and
peautiful interior arrangement, it is an ideal
setting for entertaining such as that which Mr. and
Mrs. Geist have begun to do since their arrival in
the colony this winter.

Mr. Geist is owner of the very exclusive Sea
view Club near Atlantic City, New Jersey, which he
has built up as a lasting monument to good golf and
to provide a charming home for a residence for
those interested in golf and their friends. This
exclusive club occupies an important place in the
social life of the resort and many of the Palm
Beach colony are regular visitors at the Sea View
Golf Club.

Last evening Mr. and Mrs. Geist had 20 guests
which included Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Love, Dr.
and Mrs. Edmund L. Dow, Mr. and Mrs. Frank V.
Skiff, Mr. and Mrs. George H. Nicolai, Mr. and Mrs.
W. R. Sweatt, Mr., and Mrs. J. Ledly Hees, Mr. and
Mrs. Phillip Corbin, Mr. and Mrs. John Demarest,
Mr. and Mrs. George A Dobyne, Mr. H. Caryl Haskins
and Mrs. Lothrop Randolph.
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C. H. Geist and Edward Hopkinson, Jr., Elected

Members of

Mr. Hopkinson Also Becomes a Me

LARENCE
H.GEIST
and FEd-

ward Hopkinson.
Jr.. were clected
directors of The
United Gas lm-
provement Com-
pany on June 25,
fallowing the
Board's action in-
creasing its num-
her from four-
teen to sixteen
members. The
Company's  Ex-
ecutive Committee also was increased from
nine to ten members and Mr, Hopkinson
was elected the additional member.

Mr. Geist was born and raised on a farm in
LaPorte County, Indiana. When 18 years
of age he left Indiana for the far West,
spending five years in the saddle dealing in
live stock, principally horses. He then re-
turned to Chicago because, he says, ''No ane
in the West, at that time, had any money,
and 1 discovered the fact that I could not
make money where there wasn't any."”

After spending a year on the Rock Island

C. H. GElsT

U. G. 1. Board

mber of Company’s Executive Committee

Railroad, he en-
waged in the real
estate  husiness,
in which he had a
brief but prolita-
ble career. e
then enterecl the
public utility
field, with which
le has been iden-
Lified prominently
ever sinee, having
operated clectric,
gras and water

Epwakp HOPKISSON, Ji

lve
small,

more  than
hundred municipalites, large and
Mr. Geist enjoss a large acquaintance
throughout the eountry. His greatest ple
ure, he says, is the operation of public utili-
tes. He is an enthusiastic golfer, having
built two of the finest country clubs in the
world. one near Atlantic City and the other
at Boca Raton, Florida,  He has been a resis
dent of Philadelphia {or many years and at
present lives at Villa Nova, Pa.
Mr. Hopkinson is a partner of Drexel &
Company and j. P. Morgan & Company and
was recently elected a director of United Cor-







